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THE rocks and precipices 
of the Andes on our right 
handy had here and there vafl 
clefts and entrances^^ which look- 
ed as if they had been different 
thorough-fares; but when wc 
came to look full into them, 
we could fee no paf&ge at the 
farther end, and that they went 
off in Hopes, and with gullies 
made by the water, which in 
hafty rains, came pouring down 
£i<mi the hills, and which at a 
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diflance, made fuch aoifes as it 
is. impoflible to conceive| un- 
lefs by having feen and heard 
thje like tefore; •for the water 
falling from a height twenty 
times as high as our own mo- 
nument, and perhaps much 
higher, and meeting in the paf- 
fage with many dafhes and 
interruptions, it is impoflible 
to defcribe how the found 
crofling and interfering ming- 
led itfclf, and the fcveral tioites 
funk one into another, increaf- 
ing the whole, as thtj many 
waters joining increafed the 
main ftream. 

We entered this paflage a- 
bout two miles the firft night : 
After the firft length, whicn as 
I faid, held about three quar- 
ters of a mile, we turned away 
to the South fliort on the right 
hand ; the river leaving us, feem- 

ed 
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^ to con^e through a very nar« 
row but deep.hoUow of the moan-* 
tainSj where there was little 
more breadth at the bottom 
than the channel took up^ 
though the rocks inclined back- 
ward as (hey afc^nded^ ^as pla-^ 
c^d in feveral flages, though 
all horrid and irregular, and we 
c(t>ald fee nothing but blacknefs 
and terror all the way. I wa$ 
glad our paffage did not turi> 
on that iide^ bat wondered that 
we ftiould leave the rivcr^ 
and the more when I found, 
that in the way we went, hav* 
ing firft mounted gently a greeTV 
pleafant Hope, it declined again» 
and we fiiw a new tivul^t began in 
the middle^ and the water run^ 
oing Soath Eaft or thereabouts: 
This difcovery made me afk if 
the water went away into the 
ibc new world beyond the 

A 4 hills r 
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hills ? My patron fmiled and 
faid. No, Scigniof', not yet ; 
we {hall meet with the other 
river again very quickly ; and Co 
we found it the next morning. 

When we came a little far- 
ther, we found the paffage o- 
pen, and we came to a very 
plealant plain, which tleclined 
a little gradually, widening to 
the left or Eaft fide; on the 
right fide of this, wc faw an- 
other* vaft opening like the firft, 
which went in - about half a 
mile, and then clofed up as the 
firft had ^donc, flopeing up to 
the top of the hilk a moft .af-> 
toniftiing inconceivable height. 

My patron ft6ppirtg^ hepe> bnd 
getting down, or flighting from 
his mule, gave him to his man, 
and afking me to alight, told me, 
this waiB the firft night's enters 
tain men 1 1 was to meet with^M 
1 . - the 
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the Andes, and hoped I was pre- 
pared for^it. I told him, that I 
might yqiy well confent to acr 
cept of fuch entertainment, in a 
journey of my own contriving, as 
he was content to take up with, 
in compliment to me. 

I looked round, to fee if there 
were any huts or cots of the 
mountaineers thereabouts, but I 
perceived none; only I obferved 
fomcthing like a houfe, and it 
was really a houfe of fome of the 
faid mountaineers upon the top 
of a precipice as high from where 
we ftood, as the fummit of the 
.cupula of St, Paul's, and. 1 faw 
fome living creatures,, whether 
men or women, I could not tell*, 
looking from thence down upon 
us : However, I underflood af- 
terwards, that they had ways to 
come at their dwelling, which 
were very eafy and agreeable, anij 

*A 5 .* ' had,. 
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had lanes and plains where they 
fed their cattle, and had every 
thing growing that they defir- 
cd. 

My patron making a kind of 
in invitation to ntie to walk, took 
me up that dark chafm, or open- 
ing on the right hand, which I 
have juft mentioned. Here, fir, 
faid he, if you will venturi to 
walk a few fteps, it is likely we 
may (hew you fome of the pro- 
duct of this country; but recol- 
lecting that night was approach- 
ing, he added, I fee it is too dark; 
perhaps it will be better to defer 
it till the morning : Accordingly 
we walked back towards the 
place where we had left our 
mules and fervants, and when 
we came thither, there was a 
Complete camp fixed, three very 
handfome tents raifed, and a 
bar fet up at a diftance, where 

the 
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the mules were tied one to an- 
otfter to graze, and the fer-*^ 
vants, and the baggage, lay to- 
gether with an open tent over 
them. 

My patron led me into the- 
fifft tcnt,^ and told me,^ he wasi 
obliged to let me know, that I 
muft make a ihift with that 
lodging, the place not affording, 
any better. 

Here we had quilts laid, very 
commodioufly for me and my 
three comrades, and we lodged 
very comfortably; but before we 
went to reft, we had the thirdi 
tent to go to,, in which there- 
was a very handfome table, co- 
vered with: ar cold treat of roaft— 
ed mutton, and beef, very welL 
Hireffedj fome potted or baked, 
venifon, with pickles, conferves,. 
and fine fweet- meats of various^ 
&rts. 

A 6. Here 
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Here we ate very freely, but 
be bade us depend upon jit, that 
we fhould not fare lo well the 
next night; and fo it would be 
worfe every night, till we came 
to lie intirely at a mountaineers ; 
but he was better to us than be 
pretended. 

In the morning, we had our 
chocolate as^ regularly as we ufed 
to have it in his own houfe, 
and we were loon ready to pur- 
fue our journey. We went 
winding now from the South 
Eaft to the left, till our courfe 
looked Eaft by North, when 
we came again to have the river 
in view. But I fhould have ob- 
ferved here, that ijiy two mid- 
shipmen, and two of my patron's 
fervants, had, by his direction, 
been very early in the morning, 
climbing up the rocks in the 
opening on the right hand, and 

had 
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had . come back again about a 
quarter of an hour after we fet 
out; when miffing my two men, 
X enquired for. them, and my 
patron faid, they were coming; 
for, , it; feems, he faw them at a 
diftance, and fo we halted for 
them. 

When they were come almoft 
up to us, he called to his men 
in Spanifli, to afk if they had 
had Una bon Vejo ? They an- 
fwei-ed, Pocp, Poco^^ And when 
they came quite up, one of my 
midfliipmen (hewe^ riiQ three or 
four fmall bits ojf cleak perfed: 
gold, which they/had p%ced up 
in the hill or g^let wli^pp the 
water trickle^ (^rC ^om the 
rocks;, ajirf'vthil Spaniard told 

^^^Ml^]^%^ had time, 
theyrfh^d]^ ha^ found much 
nipre, . the wa^ being quite 
dpwn,; and nob^y having been 
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there fincc the laft hard rsin^ 
One of the Spaniards had three 
final! bits in his hand alfo; 1 
^d nothing for the prcjfcnt, but 
charged my mid(hipmcn to mark 
the place, alid £o we went on. 

We followed tip the ftrcam of 
this water for three days more,, 
encamping every night as be- 
fore > in which time we pafTed 
by feveral fhch openings into: 
the rocks,, on either fide. On. 
the fourth day we had the pro- 
ipt& of a VJcry pfeafant valley 
and river below us on the Northi 
fide; keeping its courfe almoft 
.in rfre middle; the valley reach- 
ing near four miles in length,, 
and in fome places near two miles 
broad. 

This fight was perfcftly fur- 
pri^rng, becaufe here we found; 
the vale fruitful, level, and in-- 
habited, there being feveral fmall 

villages- 
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Villages or cluflers of houfes^ 
fuch as the Chilians' live in^ 
which are low houlibs^ covered 
with a kind of fedge, and fheU 
tered with little rows of thick 
grown trees^ but of what kind 
we knew not. 

We faw no way through the 
valley, nor which way we were 
to go out; but perceived it every 
where bounded with prodigi- 
ous mountains, look to which 
ifide of it we would: We kept 
ftin on the right, which wa$ 
now the South Eaft (ide of the 
river, and as we followed it 
up the ftream, it was ftill lefs 
than at firft, and leflened every 
ftep we went, becaufe of the 
, number of rills we left behind 
us: And here we encamped the 
fifth time, and all this while 
the Spanifh gentleman vidualled 
us: Then we turned again to 

the 
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the right, where we bad a new 
and beautiful profpedl of another 
valley, as broad as the other, 
but not above a mile in length. 

After we had paiTed through 
this valley, my patron rode up 
to a poor cottage of a Chilian 
Indian, without any ceremony, 
and calling us all about him, 
told us, that there we would 
go to dinner : We faw a fmoke 
indeed in the houfe, rather than 
coming out. of it i and the little 
that did, fmothered through a 
hole in the roof inAead of a 
chimney : However to this houfe, 
as to an inn, my patron had ient 
away his major domo and ano- 
ther fervant; and there they were 
as bufy as two profeffed cooks, 
boiling and ftewing goats flefli, 
and fowls, making up foups, 
broths, and other mefles, which 
it feems they were ufed to pro- 
vide. 
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vide^ and which, however homely 
the x:ottage was, we found very 
favoury and. good. 

Inamediately a loofe tent was 
pitched, and we had our table 
let up,, and dinner ferved in, 
and having eaten it, and after- 
wards repofed ourfelves (as jhe 
cuftom there is) we were ready 
to travel again. 

I had leifure all this while 
to obferve, and wonder at the 
admirable ftrudture of this part 
of the country, which may fcrve 
in my opinion, for the eighth 
wonder of the world; that it 
to fay, fuppofing there were but 
feven before. We had in the 
middle of the day, indeed, a very 
hot fun, and the refledtion from 
the mountains made it ilitl hot^ 
ter; but the beighth of the rocks 
on every fide began to caft long 
Shadows before three o'clock^ 

except 
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except wkere thq openings look^ 
ed towards the weft, and as 
foon as thofe (hadows reached 
Its, the cool breezes of. the. air 
came natisrally on, and made our 
way nceeding pleafant and re^ 
frelhing. 

The place we were in was 
green and flourKhing, and the 
loll well cultivated by the pooiTi 
induftrious Chilians, who lived 
here in perftdt iblitude, . and 
pleafed with their liberty froos 
the tyratlny of the Spaniards, 
who very feldom viiited them, 
and never molefted them, be* 
tn^ pretty much out of their 
way, except when th^ came for 
hmning and di?erfion ; and then 
they ufed the Chilians always ci-* 
villy, becaofe they were obliged 
to them for their affiftance in 
their diverfions; the Chilians of 
thoie valleys being very a£tive» 
ftrong^ and nimble fellows^ 

By 
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By this metns^ moft of them 
were ftirniftied with fire-arms,, 
powder and (hot, and were very 
good marks'-men ; but as to vio« 
Icnrc againft any one, they en- 
tertained no thought of that 
kind as I could perceiTe, but 
were content with their way of 
living, which was eafy and free* 

The tops of the mountains 
here, the valleys being Co large,, 
were much plainer to be feea 
than where the paflages were 
narrow; for there the heightl^ 
was fo great that we could fee 
but little. Here, at feveral dif«- 
tances (the rocks towering one 
over another) we might fee Imoke 
come out of fome, fnow lyings 
upon others, trees and buihes 
growing all around ; and goats^. 
wild afles, and other creatures^ 
which we could hardly diftin-^ 
gui(h, running about in variottSs 
parts of the country,. 

Whca 
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When we had pailed throi^h 
this fecond valley^ I perceived 
we came to a narrower pa£Eage» 
and fomething like the firft ; the 
entrance into it indeed was 
fmoothy and above a quarter of 
a mile broad^ and it went wind- 
ing away to the Norths and 
then again turned round to the 
North £aft» afterwards almoft 
due Baft, and then to the South 
Eaft/ and fo to South South 
£afl; and tliis frightful narrow 
flrait^ with the hanging rocks 
almoft cloiing together on the 
ta|D^ whofe heighth we could 
neither fee nor guefs at, conti« 
nued about three day^ journey 
more, moft of the way afcend- 
ing gently before us : As to the ri« 
ver, it was by this time quite loft ; 
but we might fee that on any 
* occafion of rain, or of the melt-^ 
ing of the fnow on the moun- 

tains^i 
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tains^ there was a hollow in the 
middle of the valley, through 
which the water made its way, 
and en either hand the iides of 
the hills were full of the like 
gullies, made by the violence of 
the rain, where not the earth 
only but the rocks themfelves, 
even the very ftone, feemed to be 
worn and penetrated by the con- 
tinual fall of the water. 

Here my patron (hewed me, 
that in the hollow which I 
mentioned in the middle of this 
way, and at the bottom of thj^fe 
gullies, or places worn as 
bove in the rocks, there iiJIre 
often found pieces of gold, and 
fometimes after a rain, very great 
quantities^ and that there were 
few of the little Chilian cottages 
which I had feert, where they 
had not fometimes a pound or 
two of gold dull and lumps of 

gold 



^ {)£ FO£*S VOYAGE 

field by them i and he was maf* 
lakeot if I was willing to ftay 
and roake the experioKJit^ if we 
did not find feme even thi^^ in 
a very little fearch. 

The Chilian mountaineer, at 
whofe houfe we ftop{>ed to 
dine^ had gone with w, 4nd 
he hearing my patron fay thus, 
ran presently to the hollow chan*'- 
nel in the middle, where there 
was a kind of fall or break in it, 
which the water by falling, per- 
haps, two or three feet, had made 
a Jm>11ow deeper than the reil^ 
dft which, though there was no 
"mmr then runnk^, yet had wa-* 
ter in it, perhaps the quantity of 
a barrel or two* Here, with the 
help of two of the fervaots, and 
a kind of £:oop, he pre&ntly 
threw oiAt the water, with thie 
iand, and whatever was at bot** 
torn among it, into the ondinary 

water 
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water courie; the water billing 
thas hard, every (coop fall upon 
the iand or earth that catne out 
of the fcoop before it, wa0ied a 
:great deal of it atvay i and among 
liiat which remained, we might 
plainly fee little lamps of gold 
ihining as big as grains of fand, 
and fometimes one or two a littk 
bigger. 

This was deiaonftratlon enough 
to Qs ; I took up fome imall 
grains of it, about the quantity 
of half a quarter of an ounce, 
and left my midfhipmien to take 
up more, and they flayed indeed 
fo long that they could fcarce 
fee their way to overtake us, 
aikL brought away about two 
ounces in all^ the Chilian and 
the fervants very freely giving 
them all tiicy found. 

When we had travelled about 
&ine miles more in tliis windings 

frightful. 
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frightful, narrow way, it be- 
gan to grow towards night, and 
my patron talked of taking up 
our quarters as we had before; 
but his gentleman put him in 
mind of a Chilian, one of their 
old fervants, who lived in a turn- 
ing among the mountains, about 
half a mile out of our way, and 
where we might be accommo- 
dated with a houfe or place, 
at ieaft for our cookery. Very 
true, fays our patron, we will 
go thither, and there Seignior, 
fays he, turning to me, you: {hall 
fee an emblem of completer fe^ 
licity, even in the niiddie of this 
feat of horror $ and you . .(hall 
fee a prince grater and more 
truly fo than King Philip, wJio 
is the greateft man in the world. 
According we went foftly on, 
his gentleman having advanced 
before, and in about half a mile, 

wc 
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we found a turning or opening 
on our left, where we beheld a 
deep large valley, almoft circu- 
lar^ and of about a mile dia« 
meter, and abundance of houfes 
or cottages interfperfed all over 
it, fo that the Whole valley 
looked like an inhabited vil- 
lage, and the ground like a 
planted garden. 

We, who, as I faid, had been 
for fome miles afcending, were 
fo high above the valley, that 
it looked as the low lands in 
England do below Box-Hill, in 
Surry; and I was going to afk 
how we fhould get down ? But 
as we were come into a wider 
fpace than before, fo we had 
more day-light; for though the 
hollow way had rendered it near 
dufk before, now it was almoft 
clear day again • 

Here we parted with the firft 
Voc., HI. B Chilian 
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had on a cap of the fkin of 
feme fmall beaft like a Rocoon, 
with a bit of the tail banging out 
from the crown of his head back- 
ward, a long pole in his hand, 
and a fervant as oddly drefled as 
himfelf, carried his gun; he 
had neither fpado nor dagger. 
When our patron came up, 
the Chilian ftepped forward, and 
made him three very low bows, 
and then they talked together, 
not in Spanifti, but in a kind 
<jf Mountain jargon, fome Span- 
ish, and fome Chilian, of .which 
I fcarce underftood one word : 
After a few words, I underftood 
he faid fpmething of a ftranger 
come to fee, and then, I fup- 
pofc, added, the paflages of the 
mountains; then the Chilian 
came towards me, made me 
three bows, and bade me wel- 
come in Spanifti : As foon as 

he 
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he had faid that, he ' turns to 
his barbarian, I mean his fer- 
vant, for he was as ugly a look- 
ed fellow as evqr 1 faw, and tak- 
ing his gun from him, prefented 
it to me. My patron bade me 
take it, for he faw me at a 
lofs what to do, telling me, that 
it was the greateft compliment 
that a Chilian could pay to me ;, 
he would be very ill pleafed^ 
and out of humour> if it was 
not accepted, and would think, 
we did not want to be friendly 
with him. 

As we had not given this^ 
Chilian any notice of our com- 
ing, more than a <juarter of ant 
hour, we could not expert great 
matters of entertainment^ and, as 
we carried our provifion wLth us^ 
we did not (land in much need 
of it ; but we had na reafon ta 
complain. 

B 3^ Thisi 
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This man's habitation \vas the 
fame as the reft : low, and co- 
vered with a fedge, or a kind 
of reed, which we found grew 
very plentifully in the valley 
where he lived; he had feveral 

{)ieces of ground round his dweU 
ing, inclofed with walls, made 
very artificially with fmall ftones, 
and no mortar ; thcfe inclofed 
grounds were planted with feve- 
ral kinds of garden-ftuiF for his 
houfehold, fuch as plantains^ 
Spanifli cabages, green cocoa, 
and other things of the growth of 
their own country, and two of 
them with European wheat. 

He had five or fix apartments 
in his houfe, every one of them 
had a door into the open air^ 
and into one another, and two 
of them were very large and de- 
cent, had long tables on one 
fide made after their own way, 

aad 
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and benches to fit to them like 
our country peoples long tables 
in England, and mattreffcs like 
couches all along the other fide, 
with fkins of feveral forts of 
wild creatures laid on them to 
repofe on in the heat of the 
day, as is the ufage among the 
Spaniards • 

Our people fet up their tents 
and beds abroad as before; but 
*my patron told me, the Chilian 
would take it very ill, if he 
and I did not take up our lodg* 
ing in his houfe, and we had 
two rooms provided, very mag- 
nificent in their way. 

The mattrefs we lay on, had 
a large canopy over it, fpread 
iike the crown of a tent, and 
covered with a large piece of 
cotton, white as milk, and which 
came round every way like a cur- 
tain ; fo that ir it had been in 

B 4 the 



V 



3Z DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

the open field, it would have 
been a complete covering 5 the 
bed, fuch as it was, might be 
nearly as hard as a quilt, and the 
covering was of the fame cotton 
as the curtain-work, which, it 
feems, is the manufa<flure of 
the Chilian women, and is made 
very dexterouily ; it looked wild, 
but agreeably enough, and pro- 
per to the place; fo I flept very 
comfortably in it. 

But I muft confefs, I was fur- 
prized at the afpedt of things in 
the night here. It was, as I 
told you above, near night when 
we came to this man^s cottage 
(palace I fhould have called it) 
and while we were taking our 
repaft, which was very good, 
it grew quite night. 

We had wax candles brought 
in to accommodate us with light, 
which it feems, my patron's man 

' had 



ROUND THE WOKLt>. 35: 

had provided; and the place had 
fo little comtnunication with the 
air by windows, that we faw 
nothing of what was without 
doors. 

After fupper, my patron: turn*- 
ed to me, and faid, come. Seig- 
nior, pray prepare yourfelf to take 
a walk : What, m the dark, faid 
I, in fuch a country as this ? 
No, no, fays he, it i« never dark, 
here, you are now come to the 
country of everlafting day; what 
think you ? Is not this Elifium ? 
I do not underftand you, answer- 
ed I. But you will prefentlyv 
fays he, when I (hail (hew you^ 
that it is now lighter^ abroad^, 
than when we came in*., Sooa 
after this, fome of the fervants 
opened the door that went into 
the next room, and the door of 
that room, which opened into 
the air, ftood open^ from whence 

B 5 a light 
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a light of fire (hone into the outer 
room, and fb farther into our&^ 
What are they burning there^ 
faid I to my patron? You will 
fee prefently^ fays he ; adding, I 
hope you will not be furprized ; 
and then he led me to the outer 
door. 

But who can exprefs the 
thoughts of a man's hearty com- 
ing on a fudden into a place 
where the whole world feemed 
to be on fire ! The valley was 
on one fide fo exceeding bright^ 
the eye could fcarce bear to 
look at it ; the fides of the moun- 
tains were fhining like the fire 
itfelf ; the flame .from the top of 
the mountain on the other fide» ' 
cafting its light dirc<5tly upon 
them 9 from thence the refledtion 
into other parts looked red, and 
more terrible 5 for the firft was • 
white and clear^ like the light 

of 
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of the fun ; but the other be* 
ingy as it were^ a refledtion of 
light mixed with fome darker 
cavities, reprefented the fire' of 
a furnace; and, in ihort, it might 
well be Md, here was no dark* 
neis; but, certainly, at the firft 
view it gives a traveller no other 
idea than that of being at the 
very entrance into eternal hor- 
ror. 

All this while there was no 
fire, that is to iky, no real fiame 
to be feeiy, only> that where the 
fiame was^ it (bone clearly into 
•he valley; but the volcano, or 
volcanos, from whence the fire 
ifiTued out (for it feems there 
were no lefs than three of them, 
though at the diftance of fome 
miles- from one another) were 
on the South and Eaft fides of 
the valley, which was fd much 
on that iide where we were, that 

B 6 we 
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we could fee nothing but the 
light, neither on the other fide» 
could they fee any more, it feems> 
than juft the top of the flame; 
not knowing any thing of the 
places from whence it iSued out^ 
which no mortal creature, no» 
not of the Chilians themfclves, 
were ever hardy enough to go 
ne^; nor would it be poilible 
if any (hould attempt it, the 
tops of the hijls, fof many 
leagues about them, being co- 
vered with new mountains of 
aflies and ftones, which are 
daily caft out of the mouths 
of thofe volcanos,. by which, 
they grew every day higher than 
they were before,, and which 
would overwhelm not only men^ 
but whole armies of men, if they 
fhould venture to come near 
them. 

When firil we came into the 

long 
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for a great while ; every difierent 
place to which I turned my 
eye» prefented me with a new 
fcene of horror ; I was, for fome 
tirne^ frighted at the fire bein] 
as it were over my head^ for 
could fee nothing of itf but 
that the air looked as if it 
were all on fire, and I could 
not perfuade myfelf but it would 
cad down the rocks and moun- 
tains on my head^ but I was 
laughed out of that notion by 
the company. 

After a while, I aiked them,, 
if thefe volcanos did not caft 
out a kind of liquid fire^ as I 
had feen an account of on the 
eruptions at Mount ^tna, which 
caft out, as we are told, a prodi*- 
gious ftream cf fire, and run fe- 
veral leagues into the fca? 

Upon my putting this queflioa 
to my patron, he alked the Chi- 
lian,. 
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lian^ haw long ago it was fince 
fuch a ftream^ calling it by a 
name of their o wn> ran fire ? 
He anfwered^ it ran now* and 
if we were difpo&d to walk but 
three furlongs^ we (hould fee it. 

He faid little to me^ but aik^ 
ed me» if I cared to walk a little 
way by this kind of light? I 
told him» it was a furprizing 
place we were in, but I fuppoifed 
he would lead oie into no dan- 
ger. 

He faid^ he would aiTure tm 
he would lead me into no dan^^ 
ger; that thefe things were very 
familiar to them^ but that I 
might depend there was no ha- 
zard, and that the flames which 
gave all this light, were fix or 
feven miles off, and fome of 
them more. 

We walked along the plain 
of the valley about half a mile, 

when 



40 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

ivhen another great valley opened 
to the right, andgave us a more 
dreadfuJ profpeft than any we 
had feen before; for at the far- 
ther end of this, fec'otid vallejr, 
but at the diftance of about 
three miles from where we 
flood, we faw a livid ftream of 
fire come running down the fides 
of the mountain for near three 
quarters of a mile in length, 
running like melted metal into 
a mould, until, I fuppofed, as 
it came nearer the bottom, it 
cooled and feparated, and fo went 
out of itfelf. 

Beyond this-, over the fummit 
of a prodigious mountain, we 
could fee the tops of the clear 
flame of a volcano, a^ dread- 
ful one no doubt, could we 
have feen it all 5 and from the 
mouth of which, it was fup- 
pofed this ftream- of fire came^ 

thougb 
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though the Chilian affured us, 
that the fire itfelf was eight 
leagues off, and that the liquid 
fire which we faw, came Out 
of the fide of the mountain, and 
was two leagues from the great 
volcano itfelf, running like liquid 
metal out of a furnace. 

They told me, there was a 
great deal of melted gold ran 
down with the other inflamed 
earth in that ftream, and that 
much of that metal was afterwards 
found there; but this I was to 
take upon trufl:. 

The fight as will eafily be 
fuppofed was beft at a diftance, 
and indeed I had enough of it ; 
as for my two midfhipmen, 
they were almoft frighted out 
of all their refolutions of going 
any farther in this horrible place, 
and when we flopped, they came 
mighty ferioufly to me> and beg- 
ged 
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gcd for God's fake, not to vcn* 
turc any farther upon the faith 
of thefe Spaniards, for that they 
would certainly carry us all in- 
to ibme mifchief or other, and 
betray us. 

I bade them be eafy, for I 
faw nothing in it all, that look- 
ed like treachery ; that it was 
true, indeed, it was a terrible 
place to look on, but it feem- 
ed to be no more than what 
was natural and familiar therc» 
and we ihould be foon out 
of it. 

They told mc very ferioufly, 
that iney believed it was the 
mouth of hell, and that in 
ihort, they were not able to 
bear it^ and intreated me to go 
back: I told them, I could not 
think of that ; but if they could 
not endure it, J would give con-o 
fent that they fhould go back 

in 
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ia the morning: However, we 
went for the prefent^ to the 
Chilian's boufe again, where we 
got a plentiful draught of Chi- 
lian wine, for my patron had 
taken care to have a good quan- 
tity of it with U9, and in the 
morning my two midfhipmen^ 
who got very drunk over night, 
had courage enough to venture 
forward again; for the light of 
the fun put quite another face 
upon things, and nothing of the 
lire was then to be fcen, only 
the fmoke. 

All our company lodged in 
the tents here, but myfelf and 
my patron the Spaniard, who 
lodg^ within the Chilian's houfe, 
as I have faid. 

This Chilian was a great man 
among the natives, and all the 
valley I fpoke of, which lay 
round his dwelling, was called 

hia 
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his own ; he lived in a ftate of 
perfeft tranquillity ^ neither en- 
joying nor coveting any thing but 
what was neceflary, and wanting 
nothing that was fo ; he had gold 
merely for the trouble of pick- 
ing it up, for it was found in 
all the little gullies and rills of 
water, which, as I have faid, 
come down from the mountains 
on every fide i yet I did not find, 
that he troubled himfelf to lay 
up any great quantity more than 
ferved to go to Villa Rica, and 
buy what he wanted for himfelf 
and family. 

He had it feems, a wife and 
fome daughters, but no fons; 
thefe lived in a feparate houfe, 
about a furlong from that where 
he lived, and were kept there 
as a family by themfelves, and 
if he had any fons, they would 
have lived with him. 

He 
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He did not offer to go with 
us any part of our way, as the 
other had done; -but having en- 
tertained us with great civility, 
took his leave. I caufed one of 
my mid(hipmen to make him a 
prefent when we came away, 
of a piece of black baize, c- 
nough to make him a cloak, as 
I did the other, and a piece of 
blue Englifh fergc, enough to 
make him a jerkin and breeches, 
which he accepted as a great 
bounty. 

We fet out again, though not 
very early in the morning, hav- 
ing, as I faid, fat up late, and 
drank freely over night, and we 
found, that after we had been 
gone to fleep, it had rained very 
hard, and though the rain was 
over before we went out, yet the 
falling of the water from the 
hills, made fuch a confufcd noife, 

and 



Jfi DE FOE»8 VOYAGE 

and was echoed fo backward and 
forward from all fides, that it 
was like a ftrange mixture of 
diftant thunder, and though we 
knew the caufes, yet it could not 
but be furprizing to us for a 
while. 

However we fet forward, the 
way under foot being pretty good i 
and firft we went up the fteps 
again, by which we had come 
down (our laft hoft waiting on 
us thither) and there I gave him 
back his gun, for he would not 
take it before. 

In this valley, which was the 
pleafanteft by day, and the moft 
difmal by night, that ever I faw, 
I obferved abundance of goats, 
as well tame in the inclofures, 
as wild upon the rocks ; and we 
found afterwards, that the laft 
were pcrfeftly wild, and to be 
had, like thofe at Juan Fernan- 

des. 
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des^ by any one who could 
catch them ; my patron fent off 
two of his men^ juft as a huntf- 
man cafts off his hounds, to 
go and catch goats, and they 
brought us in three, which they 
ihot in lefs than half an hour, ^ 
and thefe we carried with us for 
our evening fupply, for we madie 
no dinner this day, having fed 
heartily in the morning about 
nine, and had chocolate two 
hours before that. 

We travelled now along the 
narrow, winding paffage, which 
I mentioned before, for about 
four hours, until I found, that 
though we had afcended but gent- 
ly, yet, that, as we had done 
fo for almoft^ twenty miles to- 
gether, we were got up to a 
frightful height, and I began to 
cxpedt fome very difficult defcent 
on the other fide; but we were 

made 
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made eafy about two o'clock^ 
when the way not only declined 
again to the Eaft, but grew 
wider, though with frequent 
turnings and winding about, fo 
that we could feldom fee above 
half a mile before us : We went 
on thus pretty much on a level, 
now rifing, now falling.; but 
ftill 1 found that we were a 
very great height from our 
firft entrance, and as to the 
running of the water, I found 
that it flowed neither Eaft nor 
Wefl, but ran all down the 
little turnings that we fre- 
quently met with on the North 
fide of our way, which, my 
patron told me, fell all into 
the great valley where we faw 
the fire, and fo "faffed off by 
a general channel North Weft 
until it found its way out in- 
to 
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to the open country of Chilly 
and fo to the South- Seas. 

We were now come to an- 
other night's lodging, which wc 
were obliged to take up with 
on the green grafs, a$ we did 
the firft nigiit; but by the help 
of our proveditor.general, my 
patron,, we fared very well, our 
goats-flefb' being reduced into 
fo many fort^ of venifon, that 
none of us could diftinguiih it 
^ from the beft venifon we. ever 
tafted. 

Here we flept without any 
of the frightful things we faw 
the night before, except, that 
wc might fee the light of the 
fire in the air, at a great dif- 
tance, like a great city ijri AsLvacs, 
but that gave us no difturbance 
at all. 

. In the morning our two hunt- 
ers ihot a dee^-^ or rather a young 

C fawn. 
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Ikwn^ before W9 were awake» 
and this, was the firft wq met 
with in this part of our travel, 
and thu& we were provided for 
dinner even before breakfaib-time^ 
as for our breakfaft^ it was aln 
mzys a Spanish Qne» that is to 
{zy, about a pint of chocolate. 

We fet out very merrily in thQ 
morning, and we that were l^ikg^. 
liihtn^n, could not refrajn &niK 
ing at one another^ to think howi 
we pafTed through, a country, 
where the gold lay in every ditch, 
as we might call it, and never 
troubled ourfelves fo much, as; 
to ftoQp to take it up ; fo cer- 
tain is it, that it is eafy to be 
placed in a ftatioi) of life, where 
t^at very gold (the heaping up 
of which, is elfewhere made the 
main bufinefs of man's living ia. 
the world) would be of no value, 
sgid npt wortli talking, offftpm. 

thp 
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the ground ; n^, not of figni* 
fication enough to make a pre- 
sent of^ for that was the cafe 
here. 

Two or three yards of Colche-^ 
:^er baize,, a coarfe rug-like ma- 
nufa^are, worth in London a-» 
hout fiftaeen pence half-penny; 
per yardp was nere a prefent for 
9 m^n of quality, when for a 
handful of gold duft, the fame 
peribn would fcarce fay,, thank 
you; or perhaps, would think 
himfelf not kindly treated to 
have it offered hinx. 

We travelled this day pretty 
fmartly, having refted at noon 
about two hours as before, and, 
by my calculation, went about 
twenty-two Englifh miles in all 5 
atK>ut five o'clock in the after«- 
Aooi^ we came into a broad, 
plajbi, ^e^ place, where, though 
it vras. Bot pnoperly a valley, yet 

C 2 we 
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we found it lay very level for a 
good way together. Our way 
lying almoft Baft South Baft. 
After we had marched Co about 
two miles, I found the way go 
evidently down hill, and in half 
a mile more, to our fingular fa- 
tisfa6tion, we found the water 
from the mountains ran plainly 
Baftward, and confequently, to 
the North Sea. 

We faw at a diflance, feveral 
huts or houies of the mountain- 
eer inhabitants, but went near 
none of them, but kept on our 
way, going down two or three 
pretty fteep places, not at all 
dangerous, though fomething dif- 
ficult. 
. We encamped again the next 
night, as before, and flill oar 
good caterer had plenty of food 
for us : But I obferved, that the 
next morning, when we fet for- 
ward. 
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ward, our tents were left ftand* 
ing, the baggage mules tied to- 
gether to graze, aiid our com- 
pany IciTened by all my patron's 
fervants, which, when I enquired 
about, he told, me, he hoped we 
(hould ha9e good quarters quickly 
without them. * 

I did not underftand him for 
the prefent, but it unriddled it- 
fclf foon after ; for though wc 
travelled four days more in that 
narrow way, yet he always found 
us lodging at the cottages of 
the mountaineers. 

Tne fixth day we went all day 
up hill; at laft, on a fudden^. 
the way turned fliiort Eaft, and 
opened into a vaft wide country, 
boundlefs to the eye every way^ 
and delivered us intirely from 
the mountains of the Andes, 
in which we had wandered fo 
long. 
'4. . C 3 Any 
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Any one may gtiefs what ati 
agreeable furprize this was to 
us^ to whom it was the main 
end of our travels. We made 
no queftion that this was the 
open country extended to the 
Worth, or Atlantick Ocean, but 
how far it was thither, or what 
inhabitants it was poifefled by, 
what travelling, what provifiont 
to be found by the way, what 
livers to pafs, and whether any 
navigable or not 5 this our patron 
him^lf could not tell us o^e 
word of; owning frankly to us^ 
that he had never been one fiep 
&rther than the place where Wtt 
then flood i and that he had 
been there only once to fati(sfy 
his curiofity, as 1 did now. 

I told him, that if i had lived 
where he did, and had fervant* 
and provifions at command, as he 
had, it would have been impof* 
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£ble for me to have reft^ained 
my curiofity fo far» as not to 
have fearched through that whole 
country to the Sea-^iide long ago.: 
I alfo told him^ it feeSmed to be a 
pleafant and fruitful foil^ and no 
doubt^ was capable of cultiva- 
tions and improvenoents i and if 
it had been only to have pof-^ 
feiTed fuch a country in his Ca^i* 
tholick Majefty's name» it muft 
have been wdrth while to un*> 
dei'take the difcovery for the 
honour of Spain ; and that there 
could be no room to qucAion, but 
his Catholick Majefty would havt 
honoared* th6 man who (hould have 
tmdettakdn fuch a things with 
fome particular mark of his fa-^ 
vour, which might be of con- 
^quence to him and his family. 
He anfwered fne, as to that> 
the Spaniards feemed already to 
have more doitiinions in America » 

C 4 ^ tha4 
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fw onr diverfion we ^oogie intd 
the hills^ and among thefe places 
when you fee the gold is fo 
cafily found, we come, as we call 
it, a hunting, and div^t oat^ 
felves nK>re with (hooting wild 
parrots, or a fawn or two, for 
which alfo we ride, and run, and 
make our fenrants weary them<^ 
felves more than they would in 
fearching for the gold among the 
gullies and holes that the water 
makes in the rocks, and more 
than would fuffice to find fifty/ 
nay, one hundred times the va» 
lue in gold? To what purpofe 
then fhould we feek the poflefi- 
iion of more countries, who are 
already poflelTed of more land 
than we can improve, and of 
more wealth than we know what 
to do with? Perceiving me very 
attentive, he went on thus. 

Wer« 
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W*re tht{e ttitoufttains valued 
in Eufope^ ictording to the 
lichis to be found in them^ 
the viceroy veotild obtain ordefs 
from thpe king, to have ftrotig 
ftrtts eredled at the entrance fn, 
and at the cottiing dut of them, 
as well Oft the &At of Chili, as 
here; and ftrong garrifons rtiaiAw 
raiived in them, to prevent fo- 
reign nations landing, either on 
out fidts ift Chili, or oft^ this 
fide in the North feas,. and tak- 
ing the poffeflron ftotn n$; he 
would then Xifitt thirty thou-* 
find flave^, ncgros, ot ChiH- 
aWs, to fre conft^fatly employed, 
not only in packing up what 
gold might be found in the' 
chadntb of die water, which 
might cafily be formed intO' 
proper receivers, fb as that iff" 
any gold waihed from the rocks,, 
it ihould fbon be founds and be 

C6 fo 
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fo fecuredt as that none of it 
would efcape; alfo others, with 
miners and engineers, might fearch 
into the very rocks themfelves, 
and would, no doubt, find out 
iuch mines of gold, or other 
fecret ftores of it in thofe moun- 
tains, as would be . fufiicient to 
inrich the world. 

While we omit fuch things 
as thefe. Seignior, fays he, what 
iignifies Spain making new ac-, 
quifitions, or the people of Spain 
feeking new countries ? This vaft^ 
track of land you fee here, and 
fome hundreds of miles every 
way, which your eye cannot 
reach to, is a fruitful, pleafant, 
and agreeable part of the crea- 
tion; but perfedlly uncultivated, 
and moft of it uninhabited; ^nd 
any nation in Europe, that thinks 
£t to fettle in it, are free to dp" 
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fo^ for any thing we are at^le 
to do to prevent them. 

But^ Seignior, faid I, doeg^ 
not his Catholic Majefty clain^ 
a title to the pofTeffion of it ? 
And have the Spaniards no go- 
vernor over it ? Nor any ports, 
or towns, fettlements or colonies 
in it, ' as is the cafe here in 
Chili? Seignior, replied he, the 
king of Spain is lord of all 
America ; as well that which he 
poflefTes, as that which he pof- 
iefTes not; that right being 
given him • by the Pope, in the 
right of his being a chriftian 
prince, nnja|cing new difcoveries 
for propagating the chriftian 
faith among infidels : How far 
that .may pafs for a title among 
the European powers, I know 
not. I have he^rd, that it has 
always paiTed ,for a maxim in 
Europe, that no, country, which 
is nqt planted by any prince or 

people. 
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pebple, can be (kid to belong' 
to them; znd, indeed I eatinot 
&y, but it feems to be rational, 
that t\o prince ifaould prreteftd to 
ahy title to a ccuntfy where he 
di^es not think fit to plant, and 
tb keep poffefliohj ror if he 
leaves the crountry unpoffcfferf, 
he leaves it free for afty other 
nation to cotnt and poileis; 
and this i« the reafbil why the 
fbrnfver kings of Spain did h6t 
difpute that fight tit the French, 
tb their dolofties of the Miffiffipi 
and Cantdij or tlie tight x>f the 
Englifti to the Caribte iflaltds, 
or to theit Cotenies of Virginia 
aftd N-ew England. 

In like manner from the Bue- 
nos Ayres, in the Rid dc la 
Plata, which lies that tv^ay, 
(pointing North Eaft) to the 
Fretum Magellanieum, . which 
lies that way (pointing Soutfx 

Eaft) 
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fiftft) i;v!iich ijomprthendfi a vaft 
number of leagues, i^ aaXltd by 
us, G6afta Defcrte, facing An- 
poiTeiflied t^ S|>sun, and dilregard^ 
ed of all our nation : Neither is 
tkere one Spaniard in it; ne^er^ 
tktlefe, you fee how fmilfu!,' 
how plei^nt, and how agreeable 
a climate it is; hew apt for 
planting and peopling it fcems^ 
to be; and, above all,, what a^ 
place of wealth here would be 
behind them, fuflkient 4nd rtiore 
than enough, both for tHem and 
us ; for we (hould have no rea- 
fon to offer them any diftur'b'b 
ance; neither &oiild we be in 
any condition to do it, the paf- 
ikges of the mountains beifrg 
but few and difficult, as you 
have fcen, and our numbers not 
fufficient to do any thing naore 
than to block them up, to keep 
Cuch people from breaking in 

upon 
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iipQii our fettlements on . the coaft 
of the South Teas. i 

I aiked him, if theie notions 
of his were coipmon among thofe 
of his country, who were fettled 
in Chili and Peru ? Or, whethet 
they were his own private opi- 
nipns only ? I told him, I be- 
lieved, the latter, becaufe I found 
he adled in all his. affairs upon 
generous principles, and was for 
propagating the good of man^ 
kind; but that I queflioned 
whether their governor of Old 
Spain, or the fub-governor, and 
yiperoy of New Spain, aded 
upon thofe notions; and .fince 
he had mentioned the Buenos 
Ayres, and the Rio de l^ Plata, 
I ihould take that as an ex« 
ample, feeing the Spaniards would 
9ever fufFer any nation to fet 
foot in that great river, where 
fo many countries might have 

been 
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been difcovered, and colonies 
planted; though at the fame 
time, they had not pofTefled, or 
fully difcovered thofe places 
themfelvics, . 

He anfvwred me, fmilingi 
Seignior, faid he, you have given 
the reafon for this yourfelf in 
that very part v^^hich you 
think is a reafon again ft it. We 
h^ve a CQlony at tiuenqs Ayres^ 
and at the city of Afcenfion^ 
higher up in the Rio de la Pla- 
ta j and we are not willing to let 
any other nation fettle there^ 
becaufe we would: not let them 
fee how weak we are, and what 
a vaft extent of land w.e poflefs 
there with a few men : And thi* 
for two reafons, 

Firft,, we are poflcfled of the 
country, and ^aily increaiing 
there, and may,; in time, ex- 
tend ourfelves farther. The 

great 
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gresit rivers Parbna^ and F^s^a* 
guay, being yet left for us to plant 
in^ and we are not willll^g to put 
ouriblves out of a capacity of 
planting farther, and therefore 
we keep the pofTeflion. ' 

Secondly, we have a communi- 
cation from thence with Peru « 
The great river la Plata rifes at 
the city of that n&me, ftnd out 
of the mountain Potofi in Peru^ 
and a gwat trade is carded oft 
by that river; ^nd it would be 
dangerous to let foreigners into 
the ftcren of t^u^ tl-ade> which 
they might emirely cmt off^ 
tfp^ially when they (hoYlld iifid 
kow fmaU a nufinber of Spani^i^ 
^rds ate pknted there to prdervtt 
it^ feeing there are not file hun-^ 
dred Spaniards ift all that vaft 
country, which, by the courfd 

' that riVcr> is tiMre than on* 

4&ou&n<i 



ROUND TKE WORLD. 67 

thoufand fix hondred miles in 
length. 

I confefs, faid I> theie are juil 
grounds for your keeping the 
poiieffion of that river. They 
are fo, iaid he, and the more> 
becaufe of fo powerful a colony 
as the Portuguefe have in the 
Brafils^ which bound immedia-* 
tely upon iu and who wt ti^ 
ways itici^achlng upon it from 
the haiA iide, and would gladly 
have a paflage up the Rio Pa^ 
ranu to the back of thw t^^ 
lony. 

Bnt here, Seignior, 4fkys he> 
the cafe differs 1 for we iieitbM^ 
take nc^ Jceep poffeffion here ;. 
needier have we one Spaniard, aei 
I ikid; in the whole country 
now before ytwii and the^fore 
we call this country Coafta De- 
ierta y r^ tAiat it is a defatt, ax 
that name It generally taken w^ 

figni% 
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fignify a barreA, fandy, dry 
country ; on the contrary, the 
infinite, prodigious encrcafe of 
the European black cattle, which 
were brought by the Spaniards to 
the Buenos Ayres, and fuiFered to 
run loofe, is a fufficient tcfti- 
mony of the fruitfulnefs and 
richnefs of the foil, their num* 
ber being fuch, that they kill 
above .twenty thoufand of them 
in a year, for nothing but the 
hides, which they carry away 
to Spain, rleaving the flefli, though 
fat and wholefome, to perifti on 
the ground, or be devoured by 
birds of prey. 

Arid the. number is fo 'great, 
notwithftanding all they deftroy, 
that they are found to wandef 
fometinles in droves of many 
thdufands together, over all the 
vaft country between the Riode 
la Plata, the city of Afcenfton, 
N . and 
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and the Frontier of Peru, and 
even down into thid. country 
which you fee before us, and 
up to the very foot of thefe 
mountains. - 

: Well, faid I, and is it not a 
great pity, that all this part of 
the country, and in fuch a cli« 
n^te as this is, ihbuld Ue un«. 
cultivated, or uninhabited rather ? 
For I underftand there are not 
any great numbers of people to 
be found among them. 

It is true, added he, there are 
fome notions prevailing, of peo- 
ple being fpread about in this 
country ; but as the terror of our 
people, the Spaniards, drove 
them, at firft, from the . fea* 
coaft towards thefe mountainis, 
fo the greateft part of them 
continue on this fide ftill; for 
towards . the coafi: it is very rare 
that they find any people. 

I would 
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1 would hay^ enqumd cxf 
llioL about rivens, and navigaUe 
ftreams^ which might he in thi^ 
counitry^; but he told me frank<» 
ly, that he could give me no aci*. 
count a£ thofe; only thus, that 
if any of the rivers ^nt B^way: 
toiwards the North, theycer^ 
tatnly mn all into, the great Rio 
do la Plata ; hut that if they 
went Eafly or Southerly^ they 
muft go dire(ftly to tKe coaft, 
which was. ordinarily called, as. 
he faid, I^a Coafta, l>cferta, or, 
as by fon^e. The Coaft of Pala- 
geaia; that as to tho n^agnitude 
of thofe rivers, he could, fay lit<^ 
tie, but ijt was f eaibnable t^ ^p- 
pofe, there muft be: fome v»y 
cmifideiable rivers, and whofe 
ftreams muft needsi be capable 
c£ navigation, ieding abundance 
of: watei^ Diuft continually flow 
from the fnevcktains whpre we 

then 
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l^^t ^r j^ndred m\^ from 
tfee Cta, fi4e> thpfe (in?ll ftr^ioji 

mftflt nftceflacily join tQg^d;ier, md 

fi>l?m Urge, riypfs io. t^e plsuft 

I |i^ «9<>ttgh. m ihis 4if<3pwft» 
fiiUy t# fttMji 9}1 ifiy- QuiiiQfiiy^ 
9pcl A»iici^ily to liftigbi^a ntifi 
4^m of wiking thf farther dW* 
^Qv«rifi^ wbicb I ii^d in myt 
thoughts . 

We. pilQb^d Qtir little cftmp 

l)<9f$> and f^ dpwn tq our re^ 
paili for { faund, thstf (hougjbt 
w« w^e to gp bgclf. to lodge, 
yQt my pgtrpn. h^d lake ni <^« 
ws 0iioidd. he funU(]^ fiiflid- 
ently for dinner, and have a good. 

Ijoujfe tQ e»t ijt mi th»i; ist ift %, 

at t€!»t, as. befoffi. 

i;he f^ct wH«re wf ftoedi 
tW we ttftd ?o»e dftwn. l^ill fer 
a,gr«{Mt'V|i^«.yA$ itanedY^ry high 

from 
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from the ordinary furface of the 
country, and gave us, therefore, 
an exceeding fine profpcdt of it, 
the countiy declioing gradually 
for near ten mile« ; and we 
thought, as well as the diftance 
of the place would allow usi we 
&w a great river, but, as I learn- 
ed afterwards, it was rather a 
great lake, than -a river, which 
was fupplied by the fmaller 
rivers, or rivulets, from the 
mountains, which met there as 
in a great receptacle of waters, 
and out of this lake^ they all 
iffued again in one river; of 
which I fhall have occafion to. 
give a farther account here- 
after. 

While we were it dinner, I 
ordered my midfhipmen to take 
their obfcrvations of every dif- 
tant object, and to look at every 
thing with their glaiTe;-; which 

1 they 
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they did^ and told me of this 
lake ; but my patron could give 
BO account of it^ having never 
been 9 as he faid before, one ftep 
farther that way, than where we 
were. 

However, my men fhewed me 
plainly, that it was a great lake^ 
and that there went a large river 
from it towards the Had South 
Eaft, and this was enough for 
me, for that way lay all the 
ichemes I had laid. 

I took this opportunity to afk 
xtiy midfliipmcn, firft, if they had 
taken fuch obfervations in their 
paiTage of the mountains, as that 
they were fure they could find 
their way through to this place 
again without guides? And they 
aSured me , they could. 

Then I put it to them, whe-. 
thcr they thought it might not 
be pra<ilicable to travel over that 

Vol. III. D vaft 
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vaft' level* country to the North: 
feas? And to make a fufficient 
difcoveiy of the country, fo as 
that hereafter Englifhmen qom^ 
ing to the coafl: on the fide of 
thofe feas, might penetrate to 
thefe golden mountains, and reap 
the benefit of the trcafure with- 
out going a prodigious length 
about Cape Horn, and the TerA 
del Fuego, which was alway§ at- 
tended with innumerable dangers; 
and without breaking through 
the kingdom of Chili, and the 
Spaniards fettlements, which,- 
perhaps, we might foon be at 
peace with, and ib be fhut out 
that way by our own con-* 
ients ? 

One of my men began to 
ipeak of the difficulties of fuch 
an attempt; the want of ptovi- 
j&ons, and other dangers which 
we fhould be expofed to on the 

way ; 
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way ; but the otherj^ a bold, 
brifk fellow, told me, be made 
fio queftibn, but it might be 
^afily donCy and efpecially be* 
caufe all the rivers they (hould 
meet with would, of courfc, 
run along with us, fo that we 
ihould be fure to have the tide 
with us, as he called it; and at 
laft he added, that he would be 
coatent to be one of thofe men 
who (hould undertake it, pro- 
vided he fhould be affured, that 
the (hips, in the mean time, 
would not go away, and pre* 
tend that they could not bo 
founds 

I told him, we would talk 
farther about it ; that I had fuch 
a thought in my head, and a 
ftrong inclination to undertake 
it myfelf ; but that 1 could not 
anfwer it to leave the fliips, 

D 2 \vhich 
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which depended fa much upon 
my care oF the voyage. 

After fooic talk of the reafon^- 
ablenefs of fuch an undertaking, 
and the methods of performing 
it, my fecond midfliipman began 
to come into it, and to think it 
was practicable enough, and add- 
ed, that though he ufed fonle 
cautions in his firft hearing pro- 
pofals, yet, if he undertook that 
enter prize, I fhould find, that he 
would do as much of his duty 
in it, as another man ; and fo he 
did at laft, as will appear in its 
place. 

We were, by this time, pre- 
paring to be fatisiied with our 
journey, and my patron coming 
to me, and afking, if I was for 
returning ? I told him, I could 
not fay how many days it would 
be before I fhould fay, I had 
enough of that profpeft; but 

that 
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that I would return when h^ 
pleafed ; only I had one quef- 
tion to afk him, which was, 
whether the mountains were as 
full of gold on this fide, as they 
were on the fide of Chili ? 

As to that. Seignior, fays he, 
the beft way to be certain, is to 
make a trial, that you may be 
furc we do not fpeak without 
proof; fo he called his gentle- 
man, and another fervant that 
was with him, and defired me 
to call my two midfhipmen, 
and fpeaking fomething to his 
own fervants firft, in the' lan- 
guage of the country, as I fup- 
pofed, he turned to me, and 
laid, come, let US fit down and 
reft ourfelves, while they go 
together, and fee what they can 
do. 

Accordingly the^ went away, 
and, as my men told me after- 

D 3 wards. 
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^ards^ they fearched in the fmall 
itreams of water, which they 
found running, and in fome 
larger gullies or channels, where 
they found little or no water 
running; but where, upon hafty 
rains, great fhoots of water had 
been ufed to run, and where wa- 
ter flood Aill in the holes and 
falls, as I have defcribed once 
before on the like occafion. 

They had not been gpne above 
an hour, when 1 plainly heard 
mv two Englifhmen hollow, 
which I could eaiily diftinguiih 
from the voices of any othtr na* 
tion, and iipmedlately I ran out 
of the tent. Captain Merlotte 
followed, and tUea , I law one of 
my xnidifhipmen running towards 
us, fo we went /to meet .bim« 
and what with hollowing, and 
running, he could bardly ipeak ; 
but recovering his breathy faid, 

he 
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he came to defire me to come 
to them, if I would behold a 
fight which I never faw in my 
life. 

I was eager enough to go, fo 
I went with him, and left Cap- 
, tain Merlotte to go back to the 
tCDt to my patron the Spaniard, 
and the Spanifh doctor, who had 
not fo much (hare in the curio* 
fity : He did fo, and they follow- 
ed foon after. 

When we came to the place, 
we faw fuch a wonder as, indeed, 
I never faw before; for there 
they were fitting down round a 
little puddle, or hole» as I might 
C9\\ it, of water» where, in the 
time of rain, the water running 
vbaAily from a piece of the rock, 
about two foot higher than the 
reft, had made a pit under it 
with the fall like the tail of a 
mill, only mu(;h lefs. 

D 4 Here 
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Here they took up the fand, 
or gravely with their hands, and 
every handful brought up with 
it fuch a quantity of gold, as 
was furprizing; for there they 
fat picking it out jufl as the 
boys in London, who go with 
€1 broom and a hat, pick out old 
iron, nails, and pins from the 
channels, and it lay as thick. 

I flood and looked at them a 
while, and, it muft be confeffcd, 
it was a pleafant fight enough; 
but reflcding immediately, that 
there was no end of this, and 
that we were only upon the 
enquiry. Come away, faid I, 
laughing, to my men, and do 
not ftand picking up of trafli 
there all day : Do you know how 
far we have to our lodgings ? 

I can make no guefs what 
quantity might have been found 
here in places, which had, for 

hundreds 
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hundreds of yc^rs, wa(hed gold 
from the hills, ahd, perhaps, ne- 
ver had a man come to pick any 
of it up before ; but I was foon 
fatisfied that here was enough, 
even to make all the world fay 
they had enough ; and fo I called* 
off my people, and came away. 

It feems, the quantity of gold, 
which is thus wafhed down, is 
not fhiall, fince my men, enquir- 
ing afterwards among the Chili- 
ans, heard them talk of the great' 
lake of water which I mentioned 
juft now that we faw at a dif- 
tance, which they call the Gol- 
den Lake, and where was, as 
they faid, prodigious quantities 
of it; not that our men fup- 
pofed any gold was there in* 
mines, or in the ordinary foil, 
but that the waters from the 
hills, running with very rapid 
currents at certain times in the 

D 5 rainy 
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rainy feafons, and after the melt- 
ing of the fnows^ had carried the 
gold fo far as that lake ; and as it 
has been fo, perhaps, from the 
days of the general deluge^ no 
people ever applying themfelves 
to Rather the leaft grain of it up 
again, it might well be increai- 
ed to fuch a quantity, as might 
intitle that water to the name of 
the Golden Lake, and all the 
little ureams and fluices of wa- 
ttr that run into it, deserved the 
name of Oolden Rivers^ as much 
as that of the Golden Lake. 

But my prefent bufinefs was to 
know, only if the gold was here, 
but not to trouble myfelf to pick, 
it up: My views lay anqtlier way^ 
and my end was fully w^ifwered ; 
fo I came back to my patron, 
and brought all my men with 
me« 

You 
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You live in a golden country. 
Seignior, fays I, my men are 
ftark mad to fee fo much gold, 
-and nobody to take it. 

Should the world know what 
treafure you ' have here, I would 
not an^er for it, that they fhould 
not flock hither in armies, and 
drive you all away. They need 
not do that, Seignior, fays he, for 
here is enough for them, and for 
us too. 

We now packed ttp^ and bc*^ 
gan our return, but it was not 
without regret that I turned my 
back upon this pleaiant country, 
the moft agreeable place^ of its 
kind, that ever I was at in all my 
life, or ever (hall be in again : A 
country rich, pleafant, fruitful^ 
whokfome, and capable of every 
thing for the life of man^ that' 
the heart could entertain a wifli 
for. 

D6 But 
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But my prefent work was to 
return I fo we mounted our 
mulesy and had^ in the mean 
time, the pleafure of contem^ 
plating what we had feen, and 
applying ourfelves, to fuch far- 
ther meafures as we had con« 
certed among us. In about four 
hours we returned to our camp^ 
as I called it, and, by the way^ 
we found, to our no little pain, 
that though we had come down 
hill eafily, and infenfibly to the 
opening, for fome miles, yet we 
had a hard pull up hill to go 
back again. 

. However, we reached to our 
te«ts in good time^ and made 
our firil encampment with plea-* 
fwre enough, for we were very 
weary with the fatigue of a hard 
day's journey. 

The next day we reached our 
good Chilian's manfion houfe, or 

palace^ 
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palace^ for fuch it might be 
i^alledy confidering the place, and 
confidering the entertainment ; 
for now he had fome time to 
provide for us, knowing we 
would come back again. 

He met us with three mules, 
and two fervants, about a mile 
before we came to the defcent 
going down to his houfe, of 
which I took notice before, and 
this he did to guide us a way 
round to his houfe, without go- 
ing down thofe uneafy fteps 3 fo 
we came on our mules to bis 
door, that is to fay, on bis 
mules, for he would have my, 
patron the Spaniard, to whom, 
i obferved; he (hewed an ex- 
traordinary refped:, and Captain 
Merlotte, and myfelf, mount 
his frefh mules to carry us to 
his houfe. 

AVhea, 
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When we came thither, I ob- 
ferved he wanted the afiiftancd 
of my patron's fcrvanta for his 
cookery ; for though he had pro- 
vided abundance of food^ he own* 
ed, he knew not how to pre- 
pare it to our liking ^ fo they af- 
filed him, and one of my mid«- 
ihipmen pretending to cook too, 
made them roaft a piece <^ veni- 
{on^ and a piece of a kid, or 
young goat, admirable well, and 
putting no garticlc Or onions into 
the fauce, but their own juices, 
with a little wine^ k pleated the 
Spaniard ib welU that tny man 
pa&d for an extraordinary cook, 
and had the fayour aflced of 
him, to drefs fome more after 
the fame manner, when; we came 
back to the Spaniard's hou&. 
* We had here fevefal fcrts of 
wild fowl, which the Chilian* 
iiad fliot while we were gone; 

but 
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but I knew none of them hf 
any of the kinds we have in 
England, except feme teal. How«« 
ever, they were very ^ood. 

The day wa3 agreeable and 
pleafant, bat the night dreadful^ 
as befoce, being ^1 fire and flame 
agaloi and though we underilood 
botli what it was, and where^ 
yet I could not make it familiar 
to me, for my life. The Chi- 
lian perfuadqd us to ftay all the 
next day, and did his endeavour 
to divert iis as much as pofEble : 
My two mid(hipa!ien went out 
with him a huntings as he cal- 
led it, that is, a ifaooting; but, 
though he w^s a man of £fty 
years of age, h^ would have kil- 
led ten of them at his fport, 
running up the hills^ and leap-- 
ing from rock to rock like a 
boy of feventeen> At his gun. 
he ^w^s fo fure a markfman, 

that 
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that he feldom miiTed any thing 
he (hot at, whether running, fly- 
ing, or fitting. 

They brought home with them 
feveral fowls^ two fawns, and a 
full grown deer, and we had 
nothing but boiling, ftewin^, 
and broiling, all that evening r 
In the afternoon, we walked 
out to view the hills, and to 
fee the flupendous precipices 
which furrounded us. As for 
looking for gold, we v faw the 
places where there was enough 
to be had ; but that was be- 
come now fo familiar to us, that 
we troubled not ourfelves about 
it, as a bufinefs not worth our 
while; but the two midlhipmen, 
I think, got about the quantity^ 
of five or fix ounces a-piece while 
we were chatting, or repofing in 
the Chilian's houfe^ 

Here- 
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Here it was^ that I entered 
into a confidence with my pa* 
tron the Spaniard^ concerning 
my grand defign. I told him, 
in the fir ft place, that my view 
of the open country beyond thefe 
hills, and the particular account 
he had given me of it alfo, 
had raifed a curiofity in me, 
that I could fcarce withftand ; 
and that I had thereupon form<p 
ed a defign, which, if he would 
further me with his afllftance, 
I had a, very great mind to put 
in practice, and that, though I 
was to hazard periihing in the 
attempt. 

He told me very readily, no- 
thing fhould be wanting on hia 
part to give me any afii (lance 
he could, either by himfelf, or 
any of his fcrvants; but, fmil* 
ing, and with abundance of good 
humour. Seignior, fays he, I be* 

Hcvc 
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licYC I guefs at the tlefign you 
fpcak of J you are fired now with 
a dcfire to traverfe this great 
.country to the Coafta Deferta, 
and the North Seas; that is a 
very great undertaking, and you 
will be well advifed before you 
undertake it. 

True, Seignior, faid I, you 
have gueded my defign, and were 
it not, that I have two ihips 
under nly care, and fome cargo 
of value on board, I would bring 
xny whole (hip's compariy on 
(hore,.and make the adventure^ 
ahd, perhaps, we mi^t be (Irong 
enough to defend ourfelves againft 
whatever might happen by. the 
way* 

As to that. Seignior, fays he^ 
you would be in no xlanger that 
would. require £b many men; for 
you will find but few inhabi** 
ttntft any where, and thofe not 

in 
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in numbers i^ufficient to give yoQ 
any trbuble ; fifty, txitn would be 
as marfy as you would either want 
or df fire, and perhaps, as you would 
find provifions for; ajid, for 
^fty men, we might be able td 
carry provifions with us to keep 
them from diftrcfsj but if yott 
will accept of my advice, as well 
as affiilance. Seignior, fays he, 
choofe a faithful fuong fellow out 
of yoiir ihip^ on .whom you can 
depend, and give him fifty men 
with hitn^ or thereabouts^ and fuch 
inftru<5tions as you may find need** 
ful, as tb the place on the coaft 
whtre you ,wOuld have them fi< 
theif ftay^ and let ^hem take the 
iirft hazards of the adventure i 
dnd as you are going round by 
fea, ycm will, if fuccefs follows, 
meet them on the fhore $ and if 
the account they give, of their 
journey cncouirages you, you may 

comQ 



9* DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

come afterwards yourfelf up to 
thefe very mountains, and take 
a farther view: In which cafe, 
he added^ with a folemn pro- 
teftation, coft me what it will, 
I will come and meet you one 
hundred miles beyond the hiJls, 
with fupplies of provifions, and - 
mules for your afliftance. 
. This was fuch wholefome and 
friendly advice, and he offered 
it fo fincerely, that though it was 
very little differing from my own 
defign, yet I would not be fecn 
fo to leffen his prudence in the 
meafares of his friendftiip, in 
advifing it, as to fay, that I had 
refolved to do fo. But making 
all poffible acknowledgment to 
him for his kind offers, I 
told him, I would take his ad- 
vice, and ad: juft. according to the 
meafures he had prefcribed^ and 
at the fame time, I affured him, . 

that 
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that If . I foand a convenient 

port to fettle and fortify in, I 

vrould not fail to come again 

from France (for we paflcd always 

as acting from France, whatever 

nation we were of) to relieve 

and fupply theth; and that if 

ever I returned iafe, I would 

not fail to correfpond with him^ 

by the paflages of the moun-i 

tains, and make a better ac-^ 

knowledgement for his kindnefs, 

than I had been able to do 

yet. 

He was going to break off the 
difcourfe, upon the occafion of 
the Chilian^s returning, who 
was juft come in from his hunt- 
ing, telling me, we would talk 
farther of it by the way : But I 
told him, I c^uld not quite dif- 
mifs the fubjeft; becaufc I mull 
befpeak him to make fome men^ 
tion of it to the Chilian, that 

he 
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he might on hii account^ ber ah 
afliftant to .our men, as we faw 
lue was capable of being, in their 
paffing by thofe difficult ways, 
and for th^ir fupply of provifi- 
OQS, &c. Trouble not yourielf 
with that. Seignior, faid he, 
fcir when your men come, the 
care {hall be mine : I will come 
myfeif as far as this wealthy 
Chilian *s, and procure them all 
the ailiftance , this place can af-« 
ford them, and do any thing that 
offers, to forward them in the 
undertaking. 

This was fo generous, and fo 
extraordinary, that I had nothing 
to fay more, but to pleafe myfeif 
with the apparent fuccefs of my 
attempt, and acknowledge the 
happinefs of having an oppor- 
tunity to oblige fo generous fpi«» . 
fited and grateful a peffon. 

I would, however, have made 

fome 
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ioilte faj^thcir apki^owledgmefnt to 
our Chilian benefactor; but I 
had nothing left, except a cou^ 
pie of hats, a:nd three pair of 
Engliih flocking$, one pair iilk 
and the other two w^r^ed, and 
thofe I gave liim, ajKi made him 
a great oiany acknowledgements 
for the favours he had ihewn ns, 
and the n^xt morning , cdxnfi a«i 
way^ 

We made little flay any where 
elfe in our return i but making 
much fuch ftages back as we did 
forward, we came the fourteenth 
day to our patron's hpufe, hav^- 
ing made tm pafl^^e throtigli in 
fom^thing lefa tl^n fixteeci daySj, 
and the like back in fifteen days^ 
including our Aay at the Chili- 
an's one d^y* 

The length of the way, ac- 
cording to the beft of my cal- 
culatioQSy I reckoned tQ be about 

one 
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one hundred and fevcnty.fivc 
£ngli(h miles, taking it with all 
its windings and turnings, which 
were not a few ; but which had 
this eonveniency with them, that 
they gave a more cafy and agreea- 
ble pafTage, and made the Eng-> 
lifli proverb abundantly good^ 
fiamely, that the fartheft way a- 
bout, is the neareft way home. 

The civilities I received after 
this from n^y generous Spaniard, 
were agreeable to the reft of his 
ufage of me ; but we, that had 
fo great a charge upon us at the 
fea-fide, could not fpare long 
time in thofe ceremonies,, any 
more than I do now for relating 
them. 

It is enough to tnention, that 
he would not be excufed at part-- 
ifig from going back with us 
quite to the ihips, and when I 
Hvould have excufed it, he faid, 

nay. 
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nay^ Seignior, give me leave to 
go and fetch nay hoftages. In 
&ort, there was no reiifting him, 
(6 we went all together^ after 
Aaying two days more at his 
houfe, and came all fafe to our 
ihips, having been gone forty- 
fix days from them. 

We found the ftiip in very 
good condition, all fafe on board 
and well, except that the men 
feemed to have contracted fome- 
thing of the fcurvy; which our 
Spanilh doftor, however, foon 
recovered them from. 
* Here we found the two Spa- 
nifli youths, our patron's hofta- 
ges, very well alfo, and very 
well pleafed with their entertain- 
ment : one of our lieutenants had 
been teaching them navigation, 
and fomething of the mathema* 
ticks, and they had made very 
good improvement in thofe fludies, 
confidering the time they had 

Vol. III. E been 
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been there ; and the Spiniard^ 
tlieir Father, was fo pleafed with 
it, that having not gold enough 
to offer the lieutenant, as an 
acknowledgement for his teach* 
ing them, he gave him a very 
good ring from his finger, halv- 
ing a fine large emerald ir^ it of 
fome value, and made him a 
long Spanilh compliment, for 
having nothing of greater con- 
fequence to offer him. 

We now made prepatrations 
for failing, and our men, in my 
abfence, had laid in a very con- 
fiderable fupply of provifions, 
particularly excellent pork, and 
tolerable good beef, with a great 
number of goats and hogs alive, 
as many as we could fto\*r; 

But I had now my principal 
undertaking to manage, I mean 
that of fending out my little army 
for difcovery, and having com- 
municated my .defign to the fu- 

per 
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per cafg^, and the perfon whom 
I entrufted with him in the cpm-- 
mand of the ihips, th^ unani^ 
moufly approved of the fcheme* 
My next buiinefs was, to rc- 
iblve upon whom to confer the 
command of the expedition ; and 
this^ by general confent, fdl up** 
on the lieutenant of the Mada-* 
gafcar fhip, who had taught the 
young Spaniards navigation; and 
this the rather, becaufe he was 
naturally a bold, enterprising 
man, and alfo an excellent geo-^ 
grapher : Indeed, he was a 
general artifl, and a man faithful 
and vigilant in whatever he un- 
dertook j nor was it a little con-' 
^deration with me, that he wa^ 
fo agreeable to the Spaniard and 
liis fons, of whofe aid we knew 
he would ftand in fo much 
need. 

When I had commuiiicated to 
hitsi the defign, and he had both 

2 approved 
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approved of the undertaking it* 
ielf, ^nd accepted the command, 
we conftituted him captain, and 
the two midfbipmen we made 
lieutenants for the expedition, 
promiiing each of them five hun- 
dred pounds if they performed it : 
As for the captain, we came to 
a good agreement with him for 
his reward ; for I engaged to 
give him one thoufand pounds 
in gold as foon as we met, if 
the journey was performed ef- 
fcftually. 

We then laid open the de- 
fign to the men, and left it to 
every one's choice to go, or not 
to go, as they pleafed; but in- 
ftead of wanting men to go vo- 
lunteers, we were fain to decide 
it by lot, among ibme of them, 
they were all fo eager to under- 
take it. 

Then I gave them articles and 

conditions. 
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conditions^ which they, who 
ventured, fhould engage them- 
felves to comply with, and par- 
ticularly, that they (hould not 
mutiny, upon pain of being (hot 
to death when we met, or upon 
the fpot, if the captain thought 
it neceflary; that they (hould not 
ftraggle from their company, nor 
be tempted by the view of pick- 
ing up gold, to flay behind, when 
the company beat to march; that 
all the gold they found ia the 
way, (hould be in common^ 
(hould be put together in bulk 
every nighty and be divided 
faithfully and equally at * the 
end of the journey, allowing 
onJy five (hares to each (hip, 
to be divided as I (hould di-^ 
vcQl; befides which, upon con-* 
dition, that every man behaved 
himfelf faithfully and quietly^ 
and did his duty, I promifed, 

E 3: that 
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that beiides the geld he might 
get by the way, I would give 
to all one hundred pounds each 
at our meeting; and if any man 
was fick or maimed by the way, 
the reft were to engage not to 
forfake and leave him on any 
account what foe ver, death only 
excepted; and if any man died, 
except by any violence from the 
reft, his {hare of the gold which 
wa& gotten, (hould be faithfully 
kept for hh family, if he had 
any; but his reward of one 
hundred pounds, which was not 
due, becaufe he did not live to 
defnand it, ihould be divided 
among the r^^ft" $o that by thia 
agreement, the tindertaking was 
AOt {q dear to me as I had ex- 
pected ; for the pay of the mert 
jimounted to no nrore than the 
fum following, viz. 

To 
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To tho Ueutenant, now 

made captain -- - looa 

To the micKhipmen now 
made lieutenants^ each 
500I. - — - 1000 

To fifty incn, each lool. 5000 

To the furgeon 200L and 
his fervant lool. over 
and above their. lool. 
as being part of the fifty \ 

men - - - , 3o<? 



^ « ■ p* 



£>^76^ 



Having pitched upon the nmt^ 
I landed them, and made them 
lencamp pn (hore : But firft of 
all, 1 made them, every one, 
make wills or letters of attor^ 
jx^y, or other difpofitions of 
their effcAsy to fuch perfons a$ 
they thought fit, with an acr 
count under their hands, endorfed 

£ 4 on 
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on the back of the faid will^, 
&c. intimating what chefts or 
cafes, or other things they had 
on board, and what was in them, 
and what pay was due to them ; 
and thofe chefts, &c. were fealed 
up before their faces with my 
feal, and writings figned by me, 
the contents unknown: Thus 
they were fecure, that all they 
had left in the ihips, and all 
that was due to them, fhould 
be punctually and carefully kept, 
and delivered as it was defigned 
and directed by themfelves; and 
this was greatly to their fatis* 
fa<9:ion. 

As to the reward of one hun- 
dred pounds a man, and the ar- 
ticles about keeping together, 
obeying orders, gathering up 
gold, and the like; I did not 
read to them till they were all 
on (hore, and till I was ready 

to 



ROUND THE WORLD. 105 

to leave them; becaufe if the 
reft of the men had heard it, 
I (bould have kept nobody with 
me to have failed the (hips. 

There wras as flout* a com* 
pany of bold, young, brilk fclm 
lows of them, as ever went upon 
any expedition, fifty-three in 
number, among them a furge* 
on, and his mate, very fkilful 
and honefl men both of them; 
a trumpeter and a drummer, 
three fhip-carpenters, a cook, 
who was alfo a butcher by 
trade, and a barber; two (hoe- 
makers, who had been foldiers 
among the pirates 1 a fmith^ and 
a taylor of the fame, fo that 
they wanted no mechanics what. 
ever rtiight happen to them. 

Give the fellows their due, 
they took but little baggage 
with them ; hut, however, what 
they had, I took care, with the 

R 5 afliftance 



io6 6E FOE^* VOYAGE 

affiftance of my patron, the Spa- 
niard, fhould be as much carried 
for them as poiEble; " 

I provided them " three large 
tents, made- of a cotjon ftufF, 
which I bought in thc^ country^ 
and which we made up onr bolrd; 
which tents were large enough 
to cover them all, in cafe of 
rain or heat; . but as for beds; 
or bedding, they had only feven 
hammocks, in cafe any man was 
lick; for the reft, they were to 
jfhift as well as they could; the 
feafon was hot, and the climiate 
good; their way lay in the la- 
titude of forty ta fifty, and 
they fet out in the latter end 
of the month of Oftober, which, 
on that fide of the line, is the 
fame as our April; fo that the 
covering was more to keep them 
from the heat than the cold. 

. It 
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It WBS needful^ ^Q order to 
their defence, to furniih . tbcm 
with arms and ammunitioo ; £0 
I- ..gave to erery^ man a muiqmt. 
QT fniee; a piflol and a fvvocd,. 
lydth cartouches, and a good 
iiock of ammunition, powder 
and fhot, with three fmall bar-, 
r^ls of^ fine powder . for ftorr^. 
and lead' in proportion; and. 
thei^; things were, indeed, the. 
heavieft jmrt of their baggage,, 
excepting the carpenters tools, 
and the furgeon's box of mcdi<« 
cines. . : 

\ As -for the caifrying all thcfe 
things, they .might eafily fur*, 
nifl) themfelves with mules oar 
hot&s for carriage, . while they 
had nflboncy to pay for them,, 
and' yoQ' may judge how that 
could be wanting, by what ha^ 
been faid of thexountry. 

> E 6 ^ We 
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We gave them^ however, a 
good large pack of European: 
goods, to make agreeable pre* 
fents where they received fa* 
vours; fuch as black baize^ 
pieces of fay, ferge, calamanco, 
drugget, hats and ftockings ; not 
forgetting another pack of hatch- 
ets, knives, fcilTors, beads, toys, 
and fuch things, to pleaie the 
natives of the plain country, if 
they (hould meet with any. 

They defired a few hand-gra- 
nadoes, and we gave them a- 
bout a dozen, but as they were 
heavy, it would have been very 
troublefome to have carried 
ppiore. 

The Spaniard ftayed till all this 
was done, and till the men were 
ready to march, and then told 
us privately, that it would not 
be proper for him to march a* 
long with them, or to appear 

openly. 
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openly, to countenance the ei^ 
terprize; that my two lieute-* 
nants knew the way perfeAIy 
well; and that he would go 
before to his own houfe, and 
they fhould hear of him by the 
way. 

AH the mules and horfes which 
he had lent us, to bring us back, 
he left with them to carry their 
baggage, and our new captain 
had bought fix more privately in 
the country. 

The laft inftrudtions I gave 
to our men, were, that they 
{hould make the beft of their 
way over the country beyond 
the mountains ; that they (hould 
take the cxslO: diftances of places, 
and keep a journal of their march, 
fet up croiles and marks at all 
proper ftations ; and that they 
(hould ileer their courfe, as near 
as they could, between the la- 
titude 



t?tude5 of forty, where they •^Vould 
enter the countVy^ and the^lati-' 
tudc of forty-five SoutK j fo thar 
they would go' ah Eaft South 
Eart cOUrfe moft'of the w&yjanrf 
that Vvherever they maAs the 
ihorc, they . (hould feek . for a 
Creek or port wherfe the fliips 
frtight comd to a© apchor^ and 
Yopk oVit; night and tlay for the 
fllip&; the fignals alfb. were a- 
gfeed on, and they- hadttvo ' do- 
zen of rockets tQ throw up, if 
they difcovered' us' at fea; they 
had. all lieccffary inftruments for 
obfe^vation' alfo, and perfpaftive 
^Ijafles, pocket compaflfes, &c. 
dnd thus they fet out, Oftober 
i4th, 171 5. 

We ftayed five days after they 
began' their march; by agreement, 
that if any oppofition fhould be 
offered them in the. country, or 
any umbrage taken at their de- 

fign. 



ligD, {b that it c©ii W not be exe- 
cuted, we niight have notice. 
But as the Spaniards in the 
country^ who are the mofk fu* 
pfnelf negligent people in the 
vrorld, had not the* leaft Ihadow 
of intelHgehte^ and' took them 
only to be French feamen, be- 
longing to the two French (hips 
(fucb we paft for) who had lain 
there' fo long, they knew nothing 
when they went away, much 
left whither;' but, no qucftion, 
they believed, that they were all 
gone on board again. 
' We • ftayed tittle days longer 
than ^ we appbinted^ and' hearing 
nothing amifs frdm them, we 
were latisficd that all was right 
with them; fo we put to fea, 
ftanding off to the Weft, till we 
were out of fight of the {hore, 
and' then we flood away due 
South, with a frefh gale at North 

Weft 
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Weft by Weft, and fair wea-* 
ther, though the wind chopped 
about foon after, and we had 
calms and hot weather that did 
us no good^ but made our men 
fick and lazy. 

The fuppofed journey of our 
travellers, their march, and the 
adventures they (hould meet with 
by the way, were, indeed, fuf- 
iicient diverfion; and employed 
us all with difcourfe, as well in 
the great cabin and round hoafe, 
as afore the maft, and wagers 
were very rife among us, who 
ihould come £rft to the ihore of 
Patagonia, for fo we called it. 

As for the place, neither they 
nor we could make any guefs 
at what part of the country 
they fhould make the fea; but 
as for us, we refolved to make 
the port St. Julian our firft 
place to put in at^ which is 

in 
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in the latitude of fi 

^^ five minutes 9 and 

k as wind and weat 

f- permit, we would 

i^r coafl: as near as 

:i till we came to Pi 

Helena, where we 

/^i for fome time, and, 

/: till we heard of them. 

n We had but a ci 

t to the mouth of th( 

ft Magellan , hav in g con t 

1. as I bave faid, and 

^ bad wealVvet •, fo tVia^ 
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much for paffir 
going about I 
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tl» uiicertainty .of . the ivinils ki 
the palla^e, the danger of the 
currents, &c. ma:de it by no 
means advifeablc^ fo we , rcfoiv* 
ed ta.keep good fea room. 

The twenty-^fifth of Decern-^ 
ber, we found onritlyes. in the 
latitude of iixty-two . degrees 
thirty minutes, and being Chrift* 
mas day, i feafted the men, and 
idrank the heahh of our travels 
flefS) OUT couifc was Satvtk £a/b 
hj Souths the wind Soudx Weft,^ 
then we: changed our courfeaod 
ment Eaft for eight days, . and 
floiaringr changed our courfe, ftood 
Away;. witbout obfervation^ Eaft 
North Baft, and in two days 
more, made the land, on the 
Eaft of the ftrait d« ' la Marc, 
fo that we were obliged, to ftand 
^way Eaft South Eaft tor take 
more fea-rodm, when the wind 
veerijig to the South by Eaft, a 

frefh 
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fre(h gale, we flood boldly away 
dae Northland running largc^ foon 
found that we were entered into 
the North Sea, on twelfth day; 
for joy of which, and to cele-* 
brate the day, I gave every naefs 
a piece of Engliih beef,- and a 
piece of Chilian pork, and madd^ 
a great bowl of punch afore the 
maft, as well as in the great 
cabin, which made our men ve« 
ry chearful, and iaflead cf: a 
twelfth cake, I gave the cook or-^ 
der to make every mefs a good 
plumb pudding, which pleafed 
them, all as well. 

* But .-while we were at our 
liquor, and merry, the wind came 
fitoitt to the North Eaft, and 
I^Jew very hard,, threatening us 
with a fiorm, and as. the Oiore lay 
on our leeward quarter, we Were 
not without . appreheniions of 
being driven: on ifome dangerous 

places. 
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places, where we could have na 
ihelter; I immediately therefore, 
altered my courfe, and ran away 
Eaft all night, to have as much 
iea-room as poflible. 

The next day the wind abated, 
and haling away to the Eaft, we 
ftood Northward again, and. then 
North Weft in three days more, 
and we made land, which ap- 
peared to be the head ifland of 
port St. Julian, on the North 
fide of the port where we ran 
in, and about an hour before fun^ 
fet» came to an anchor in eleven 
fathom good holding ground^ 
latitude forty-nine degrees eigh- 
teen minutes. 

We wanted frefli water, other-* 
wife we would not have made any 
flay here, for we koew we were 
a little too far to the South j: 
however, we were obliged to 
fill frefh water here for three dzys^ 

together,. 
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together^ the watering place be« 
ing a good way up the river^ and 
the fwcU of the fca runnuig very 
high. 

During this interval^ Captain 
Merlotte and I went on (bore 
ivith about thirty men, and mar:ch- 
ed up the country near twenty 
miles, getting up to the top of 
the hills, where we made fires, 
and at the far theft hill we en- 
encamped all night, and threw 
up five rockets, which was our 
fignal ; but we faw nothing to 
anfwer it, nor any fign either of 
Englifh people or natives, in 
all the country. 

We faw a noble champaign 
country, the plains all fmooth and 
covered with grafs like Salifbury 
Plain, very little wood to be feen 
any where, infomuch, that we 
could not get any thing but 
graifs to make a fnioke with, 

which 
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which - was audth^r of our • fig- 
nils. 

We {hot Ibme fowls here, and 
five or fix hares ; the hares are 
as large as an £ngli(h fox, and 
burrow in the earth like, a rab- 
bit: The fowls we iJaiot, were 
dtick and mallard, teal and wid^ 
geon, the fame as in England 
in fhape and fize, only the colour 
generally grey, with white in 
the breaft, and green beads, the 
flefli the fame as ours,^ and very 
good. 

We faw wild geefe md wild 
fwans, but fhot none; we faw 
alfo guinacoes or Peruvian fheep, 
as big as fmall mules, but could 
not get at theiti> for as £bon as 
we ftcpped towjcrd them, they 
would cair to one another, to 
give notice of us, and then troop 
all together and be gone. 

This is an excellent dountry 

for 
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for foeding^and breeAng o{ (hnbp 
and horfes, the grafs being (txorti 
but Tdfy fweet and good on the 
plains, aiid very long and rich 
near the frefh. rivers, and were 
it xmltlvated axid ftocked with 
cattle, wotild.l/rithemt doubt, pro« 
diuie . exccilept kinds of all ibrt9 
of cattle ; iior ' could it fail pro* 
docing ^excellent corn, as well 
wheat as barley and oats , - and 
as for peas, they grow wild all 
over die. country, and nourifli an 
infinite number of birds refem-* 
bling pigeons, which fly in lUghts 
fo great, that they feem in the 
air like clouds at a great diftance. 
As for the foil, that of the 
hills is gravel and fome ftony, 
but that of the plains i$ a light 
black mouldy and in fome places 
a rich loam, and fome marie > 
all of which are tokens df fruit*- 

fuJsiefs, 
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fulnefs^ fuch as indeed never 
fail. 

The fourteenth of January 
(the weather being hot, and 
days long^ for this was their 
July) we weighed and ftood 
Northerly along the fliore^ the 
coaft running from port St. Ju* 
lian. North North £aft» until 
we arrived at the famous iflands 
called Penguin Iflan'ds ; and here 
we came to an anchor again, in 
the fame round bay which Sir 
John Narborough called Port 
Defire, it being the feventcenth 
of January; 

. Here we found a poft or crofs, 
eredled by Sir John Narborough, 
with a plate of copper nailed 
to it, and an infcription, fignify- 
ing. That he had taken poflef- 
fion of that country in the name 
of Charles II. 

. Our men raifed a fliout for 
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joy that they were in their own 
king's dominions, or, as they 
iaid, in their own country; and, 
indeed, excepting that it was not 
inhabited by EngliQimen, and 
cultivated, planted, and inclofed^ 
after the Englifti manner, I never 
faw a country io much like Eng* 
land. 

Here we vi(9:udled our (hips 
with a new kind of food; for 
we loaded ourfelves with feals, 
of which here are an infinite 
number, and which we falted 
-and ate, and our men liked them 
wonicrfully for a while ; but 
they foon began to grow weary 
of them: Alfo the penguins are 
a very wholefome diet, and very 
pleafant, efpecially when a little 
falted ; and as for fait, we could 
have loaded our (hips with \x^ 
feeing very good and white, made 
hy the fun, and found in ftand- 

Vol. III. F ing 
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ing ponds of fait water, near 
the fhore. 

The penguins are fo eajQly 
killed, and arc found in fuch vaft 
multitudes on that ifland, (which 
for that rcafon, is fo called) 
that our men loaded the long- 
boat with, them twice in one 
day, and we reckoned there wcrp 
no lefs than feven thoufand in the 
jDoat each time. 

Here we travelled up into the 
country in fearch of our men, 
and made, our fignals, but had 
no anfwer to theqi, nor heard 
any intelligence of them,^ We 
faw fome people here at a dif- 
tance fcattering about; but thejr 
were but few, nor would they 
be brought by any means to con- 
verfc with us, or come near us. 

We Ifpread ourfelves over thi5 
country far and wide; and bene 
we (hot hares and wild-£9wl a-^ 

gain 
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gain in abundance, the country 
being oiuch the fame as before, 
but fomething more bufliy, and 
here and there a few trees, but 
they were a great way off. There 
is a large river which empties it- 
felf into this bay. 

Finding no news here of our 
men, I ordered the Madagafcar 
ihlp to weigh and ftand farther 
JNorth, keeping as near the fhorc 
as he might with fafety, and 
cauiing his men to look out for 
the fignals, which if they difco- 
vered, they fliould give us notice 
by firing three guns. 

They failed the height of Cape 
Blanco, where the land falling 
back, makes a deep bay, and the 
fea receives into it a great river 
,at feveral mouths, fome of them 
twenty leagues from the other, 
all farther North. Here they 
jftaod into the bay until ^hey 

F 2 made 
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made the land again ; for at the 
firft opening of the bay, they 
could not fee the bottom of it, 
the land lying very low* 

The captain was doubtful what 
he fliould do upon the appear- 
ance of fo large a bay, and was 
loth to ftand farther in, left the 
land, pufhing out into the fea a-> 
gain afterwards, and a gale fpring- 
ing up from fea- ward, they might 
be fhut into a bay where they 
had no knowledge of the ground ; 
and upon this caation, they re- 
iblved among themfelves to come 
to an anchor for that -evening, 
and to put farther out to fea the 
next morning. 

Accordingly, the next morning 
he weighed, and ftood off to fea; 
but the weather being very fine, 
aad the little wind that blew, 
being South Weft by South, he 
ventured to ftand in for the 

fhore. 
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fhore, where he found two or three 
fmall creeks, and one large river, 
and fending in his - fliallop > to 
found, and find out a good place 
to ride in, upon their making 
the fignal to him, that they had 
found fuch a place, he flood in, 
and came to an anchor in eleven 
fathom good ground, half a 
league from the (hpre, and well 
defended from the Northerly and 
Eafterly winds, which were the 
winds we had any reafon to 
fear. 

Having thus brought his (hip 
to an anchor, he fent his fhal- 
lop along the (hore to give me- 
an account of it, and defire me 
to come up to him, which ac- 
cordingly we did; and here wc 
refolved to ride for fome time, 
in hopes to hear from our little 
army. 

F 3 . Wc 
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• We went on (hore, feme or 
other of us, every day, and ef- 
pecially when five of our men, 
going on {hore on the North 
fide of the river, had (hot three 
Peruvian ftieep, and a black wild 
bull ; for after that, they ranged 
the country far and near to find 
more, but could never come 
within fhot of them, except 
throe bulls and a cow, which 
they killed after a long and tedi« 
DOS chace* 

We lay here till the fixteenth 
of February, without any news 
of our travellers^ as I called 
them. All the hopes we had, 
was, that' five of our men, aflc- 
ing my leave to travel, fwore to 
me, they would go quite up to 
the Andes, but they would find 
them ; ,nay, they would go to the 
Spanifli gentleman himfelf, if they 
did not hear of ^hem^ and obliged 

me 
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me to ftay twenty days for them, 
and no longer. This I readily 
promifed, and giving them every 
thing they afked, and two of 
the Peruvian fheep to carry 
their ammunition, with two 
dozen of rockets for fignals, 
a fpeaking trumpet, and a good 
perfpe<Sive glafs, away they went; 
and from them we had yet heard 
Qo new^^ £o that was our prcfenc 
hopb. 

They travelled, as they after- 
wards gave an account, one hun^ 
dred and twenty miles up the 
country, till ^bey were at l^ft 
forced to refolve to kill one of 
their Guinacos, or. (beep, to fa- 
tisiy their hunger, which was a 
great grief to them ; for theif 
luggage was heavy to c^rry ; butj 
I fay, they only refoivcd on it, 
for jufl. as they were going to 
do it, one of theox rouzed a 

F 4 deer 
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deer with a fawn, and, by great 
good luck, fhot them both; for 
having killed the doe, the fawn 
ftood ftill by her, till he had 
loaded his piece again, and {hot 
that alfo. 

This fupplied them for four 
or five days plentifully, and the 
laft day, one of my men, be- 
ing by the bank of the river, 
for they kept as near the river 
as they could, in hopes to bear 
of them that way, faw fome- 
thing black come driving down 
the ftream ; he could not reach 
it, but calling one of his fel- 
lows, their curiofity was fuch, 
that the other, being a good 
fwimmer, ftripped, and put ofF 
to it, and when he came to it, 
he found it was a man's hat; 
this made them conclude their 
fellows were not far oiF, and that 
they were coming by water. 

Upon 
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. Upon this, they made to the 
firft rifing ground they could 
come at, and there they en- 
camped, and, at night, fired 
fome rockets, and after the third 
rocket was fired, they, to their 
great joy, faw two rockets rife 
up from the Weftward, and 
foon after that, a third ; and 
in two days more, they all joy-» 
fully met. 

We had been here, as I have 
faid, impatiently expecting them 
a great while ; but at laft, the 
man at the main-top, who was 
ordered to look out, called aloud 
to us below, that he faw a flafh 
of fire, and immediately, the 
men looking to land-ward, they 
faw two rockets rife up in the 
air at a great diflance, which 
we anfwered by firing three 
rockets again, and they returned 

F 5 by 
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by Olid rocket^ td (ignify, that 
tAey favtr our men*& figmah 

This was a joyfal exchange 
of diftant language to both 
fides, but I was not there; 
for being impatient, I bad put 
out, and failed about ten leagues 
farther j but our fhip fired three 
;uns to give me notice, which , 
lowever, we heard not, and 
yet we knew they fired t6o| 
for, it being in the night, our 
men, who were very attentive 
with their eyes, as well as ears, 
faw plainly the three flafhes of 
the guns, tliough they could 
not hear the report, the wind 
being contrary. 

This was fuch certain intel-^ 
ligence to me, and I was fa 
impatient to know how things 
went, that, having alfo a fmall 
gale of wind, I weighed imme* 
diately, and flood back again to 

our 
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cnir other (hip ^ it was not, 
however, till the fecond day af- 
ter we weighed^ that we came 
up to themy having little or no 
wind all the firfl day"; the next 
day, in the niorning, they fpied 
us, and fired the three guns 
again, being the fignal, that they 
had got news of our friends. 

Nothing could be more to my 
fatis faction, than to hear, that 
they had got news, and it was* 
as much to their fatisfadtion as 
to ours, to be fure, I mean 
dur little army; for if any dif- 
after had happened to us, they 
had been in a very pdd condi- 
tion; and though they might 
have found means to fubfift, 
yet they would have been out' 
of all hope of ever returning to 
their own country. 

Upon the fignal, I flood into 
the bay^ and came to an anchor 

F 6 at 
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at about a league to the Nordv- 
ward of our other (hip, and as 
far from the fhore ; and, as it 
were, in the mouth of the river, 
waiting for another fignal from 
our men, by which we might 
judge, which fide of the river to 
go a (hore at, and might take 
fome proper meafures to come at 
them. 

About five o'clock in the even* 
iDg, our eyes, being all up in the 
air, and towards the hills, for the 
appointed fignals, beheld, to our 
great furprize, a canoe come row- 
ing to us out of the mouth of the 
river ; immediately we went to 
work with our perfpcAive glaffes,. 
One faid it was one thing, and 
one faid it was another, until I 
fetched a large telefcope out of 
the cabin, and with that I could 
cafily fee they were my own men, 
and i^ was to our inexprefiible 

fatisfadion. 
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fatisfadtion, that they fooh after 
came directly on board. 

It might very well take up an- 
other volume, to give a farther 
account of the particulars of their 
journey, of rather their journey^ 
and voyage. 

How they got through the hills, 
and were entertained by the gene- 
rous Spaniard; and afterwards by 
the wealthy Chilian: how the 
men, greedy for gold, were hardly 
brought away from the moun- 
tains : and how, once, they had 
much ado to perfuade them not to 
rob die honeft Chilian who had 
ufed them fo well, till my lieute- 
nan,t, then their captain, by a 
ftratagem, feized on their wea- 
pons, and threatened to fpeak to 
the Spaniard to raife the Chi- 
lians in the mountains, and have 
all their throats cut; and yet, 
even this did not fuffice, till 

the 
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the two tiiidfhipmcn, then their 
lieutenants, affured them, that 
it the firft opening of the hills, 
and in the rivers beyond, they 
would have plenty of gold ; and 
one of the niidftiiptnen told them, 
that if he did not fee them have 
fo much gold, that they would 
not ftoop to take up any more, 
they fliould have all his (hare to 
be divided among them, and 
{hould leave him behind in the 
firft defolate place they could 

How this appeafed them till 
they came to the outer edge of 
the mountains, where I. had been, 
and where my patron the Spani- 
ard left them, having fupplied 
them with fixteen mules to carry 
their baggage, and fome Guina- 
coes, or (heep of Peru, which 
would carry burthens, and after- 
wards be good to eat alfo. 

Alfo, 
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' Alfa/ bow here they mutinied 
^ain, afid would not be drawn 
away, being infatiable in their 
fhiril after gold, till about twcn- 
ly, more reafonable than the reft^ 
were content to move forward ; 
andy after feme time, the reft 
followed, though not till they 
were afiuced, that the picking up 
of gold continued all along the 
rdver, which began at the bottom 
of the mountaii^s, and that it wa^ 
Uk^ly to continue a great way far« 
ther. 

How they worked their way 
down thefe ftreams, with ftill an 
infatiable avarice and thirft after 
the gold, to the lake called the 
golden-lake, and how here they 
were .aftoniflied at the quantity 
they found: how, after this, they 
bad great difficulty to furnifh 
themfclves with provifions, and 

greater* 
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greater ftill, in carrying it along 
with them until they found 
more. 

I fay, all thefe accounts might 
fuffice to make another vo- 
lume as large as this. How^ at 
the farther end of the lake, 
they found that it evacuated it- 
felf into a large river, which, 
running away with a ilrong 
current, to the South South Eaft, 
and afterwards to the South by 
£aft encouraged them to build 
canoes, in which they embarked, 
and which river brought them 
down to the very bay where we 
found them ; but that they met 
with many difficulties, funk, 
and ftaved their canoes feveral 
times, by which they loft Ibmc 
of their baggage, and in one 
difafter, loft a great parcel of 
their gold, to their great fur- 
prize and mortification : How^ 

at 
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at one place, they fplit two of 
their canoes, where they could 
find no timber to build new 
ones, and the many hardfliips 
they were put to before they 
got other canoes : But I (hall 
give a brief account of it all, 
and bring it into as narrpw a 
compafs as I can. 

They fet out, as I have faid, 
with mules and horfes to carry 
their baggage, and the Spaniard 
gave thein a fervant with them 
for a guide, who carrying them 
by-ways, and unfrequented, fo 
that they might give no alarm 
at the town of Villa Rica, or 
any where elfe, they came to 
the mouth of the entrance into 
the mountains, , and there they 
pitched their tent. 

N. B. The lieutenant who 
kept their journal, giving an 

account 
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account of this, merrily, 
in his fea language, ex- 
preffes it thusj " Being 
all come fafe into the open- 
ing that is in the entrance 
of the mountains, and be- 
ing there free from the ob- 
fervation of the country, we 
called it our firft port, fo 
we brought to^ and canxe 
to an aiKhor,*' 

Here the generous Spaniard, 
who, at his own reqticft, wa» 
gone before, fent his gentleman 
and one of his fons to them, 
and fent them plenty of provi- 
fions, as alfo cawfed their mules 
to be changed for others that 
were frefh, and had not been 
fatigued with any of the othett 
part of the journey. 

Thefe things being done, the 
Spaniard's gentleman cauffd them 

to 
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to decamp, and march two days 
farther into the mountains, and 
then they encamped again, where 
the Spaniard himfelf came in- 
cognito to them, and with the 
utmoft kindnefs and generofity, 
was their guide himfelf, and their 
purveyor alfo, though two or three 
times, the fellows were fo rude^ 
fo ungovernable, and unbounded 
ia their bunting after gold, that 
the Spaniard was almoft fright^ 
ed at theo), and told the cap-» 
tain of it: Nor, indeed, wasyt 
altogether without caufe 1 for 
the dogs w^re fo ungrateful, that 
they robbed two of the houfts 
of the Chilians, and took wh^t 
gold they had, which was not 
much indeed, but it hazarded 
fo much the alarming the cottn* 
try, and raiiing. all the Moun* 
taineers upon them, that the* 
^iDtard was upon the point of 

flying 
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flying from them, in fpitc of 
all their fire-arms and courage. 
But the captain begged him 
to ftay one night more, and pro- 
mifed to have the fellows punifh- 
ed, and fatisfadtion to be made; 
and fo he brought all his men 
together and talked to them, and 
enquired who it was: But never 
was fuch a piece of work in the 
world: When the new captain 
came to talk of who did it, and 
of punifhment, they cried, they 
all did it, and they did not va« 
lue all the Spaniards or Indians 
in the country ; they would have 
all the gold in the whole moun* 
tains, ay, that they would^ and 
fwore to it, and if the Spaniard 
offered to fpeak a word to them, 
they would chop his head off, 
and put a flop to his farther jaw- 
ing 

. . However^ 
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However, a little reafoning 
' with them, brought fome of 
the men to their fenfes, and the 
captain, who was a man of« 
fenfe and of a fmooth tongue, 
managed fo well, that he brought 
about twenty-two of the men, 
. and the two lieutenants and fur«» 
geons to declare for his opinion^ 

- and that they would aft better 
for the future; and with thefc, 
he ftepped in between the other 
fellows, and feparated about 
eighteen ©f them from their 
arms, for they had run Mat- 
tering among the rocks to hunt 
for gold, and when they were 

-called to this parley, had not 
their weapons with them : By 
this ftratagem he feized eleven 

- of the thieves, and made them 
prifoners ; and then he told the 
reft in fo many words, that if 
they would not comply to keep 

order. 
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order, and obey the rules they 
v^ere at firfl (worn to, and had 
promifed, he would force them 
to iti for he would deliver 
theqif bound hand and foot, to 
the Spaniards, and they (hould 
do the poor Chilians juflice 
upon them; for that, in fhort, 
he would not have the reft 
murdered for them ; upon this, 
he ordered his men to draw up, 
to fliew them he would be as 
good as his word, when, after 
fon^e confideration, they fubmit- 
ted. 

But the Spaniard had taken a 
wifcr cQurfe than this, or, per- 
haps, they had been all mur^ 
dered ; for, he ran to the two 
Chilian houfes which the rogues 
had plundered, and whera, in 
ibort, there was a kind of tii- 
0wlt about it, and with good 
words, promi£ng to. give than 
^^ jQQUch gold as they loft, and 

the 
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the price of fome other things 
that were taken away, he ap-* 
peafed the people ; and Co our 
men were not ruined, as they 
>vould certainly have been, if 
the mountaineers had taken the 
alarm. 

After this they grew a littLe 

more governable, but, in (hort, 

the fight of the gold, and the 

eafy getting it, for they picked 

. it up in abundance of places ; 

I fay, the fight of the gold, 

made them (lark mad ; for now, 

they were not as they wer^ 

. bcfpre, trafficking for the own-* 

txi and for the voyage: But, 

. as I had promifed the gold they 

got (hould be their own, and 

that they were now working for 

themfelves, there was no getting 

.them to go on, but, in fliort, 

tbey would dwell here; and 

th4s was as fatal a humour as 

the other. 

But 
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But to bring this part of the 
voyage to an end, after eight 
days they came to the hofpit- 
able wealthy Chilian's houfe, 
whom I mentioned before; and 
here, '^ as the Spaniard had con- 
trived it, they found all kind 
of needful ftores for provifions 
laid up, as it were, on purpofe; 
and, in a word, here they were 
not fed only, but feaftcd. 

Here again, the ^captain dif- 
covered a curfed confpiracy, 
which, had it taken cfFeft, 
would, befides the bafenefs of 
the fad:, hstve ended in their 
total deftruftion ; in fhort, they 
had refolvcd to rob this Chi- 
lian who was fo kind to 
them : but, as I faid, one of 
the lieutenants difcovered and 
detefted this villanous contriv- 
ance,, and quafhed it, fo as ne- 
ver to let die Spaniard know of 
it* 

But, 
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But^ I fay, to end this part; 
they were one and twenty days 
in this traverfe^ for they could 
not go on fo eafy and fo h^, now 
they were a little army, as we 
did, who were but (ix or feven ; 
at length they came to the view 
of the open country, and, be- 
ing all encamped, at the edge 
of a defcent, the generous Spa- 
niard, and his three fervants, 
took his leave, wifhing th^m 
a good journey, and fo went 
back, having the day before, 
brought them fome deer, five 
or fix cows and fome fheep, 
for their fubiifting at their en- 
trance into, and travel through 
the plain country* 

And now they be^an to de- 
fcend towards the plain, but 
they met with more difiiculty 
here than they expected ; for, as 
I obferved, that the way, for 

Vol. IIL G fome 
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ifomc itniks, 'went wiih ^an af- 
ccnt, ♦towards the fatthcft part 
df the iiill, that »centin«ed afcent, 
^ad by degrees, brought them 
to a very great, afid, in foroc 
iplaces, an impalTable defcent ; 
fo that, however my guide found 
iiis way *down, when -1 was 
through, it was not fo eafy for 
them to do it, who* were fo many 
«in number, and incumbered with 
^mules and horfes, and with -their 
baggage, fo that they ? knew :nM 
•what to do ; and if they had 
pot known that our ttiips were 
♦gone away, there had been fome 
'odds, btit, like the Ifraelites of 
*old, they would have murmur- 
ed againft their leader, and have 
^all gone back 'to Egypt. In a 
'Word, they were at their wit« 
'end, and knew not what courJIb 
*to take for two or three divs, 
trying and-^^ing to get down 

here 



^ 
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here and there, and then frighted 
with precipices and rocks, and 
'Climbing up to get back again* 
'The whole of the matter was, 
'that they had milled a narrow 
way, where th§y ihould h^vc 
'turped off -to -the South Eaft, 
<the marks which our men had 
-made before, having not been fo 
'regular and exadt juH: there, as 
in other parts of the way, or 
fome fether turning being fo very 
like the fame, that they took 
one for the other ; and thus go- 
ing ftrait forward too far, . be- 
'forethey turned, they came to 
^n opening indeed, and faw the 
plain country under them, as 
/they i had done before; but the 
^iefcent was not fo pra(£ticable. 

^£cer - t^ey had puzzled them* 
•felyes b^^t ^^ I iaid, two or 
three days, one of -the lieute- 
Jiants and a -man with him, 

G 2 fc<|ing 
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feeing a hut or houfe of a Chi- 
lian at fome diflance^ rode away 
towards it; but paffing into a 
valley that lay between, he met 
with a river which he could 
hy no means get over with the 
mules; fo he came back again 
in defpair: The captain then 
refolved to fend back to the 
honeft rich Chilian, who had 
entertained them fo well, for a 
guide, or to defire him to give 
them fuch direction s^ as they 
might not miflake« 

But as the perfon fent back, 
was one of thofe who had taken 
the journal which 1 . mention- 
ed, and w^s therefore greatly 
vexed at miffing his way in fuch 
a manner ; fo he had his eyes 
in every corner, and pulled out 
his pocket-book at every turn- 
ing, to fee how the marks of 
places agreed; and at laft, the 
very next morning after he fet 

out. 
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out, he fpied the turning where 
they (hould all have gone in, ta 
have come to the place which 
they were at before: This being 
fo remarkable a discovery, he 
came back again diredtly, with- 
out going on to the Chilian's 
houfe, which was two days jour- 
ney farther. 

Our men were revived with 
this difcovery, and all agreed to^ 
march back ; fo, having loft a- 
bout fix days in this falfe ftep,. 
they got into the right way, and 
in four more, came to the de- 
fcent, where I had been be- 
fore. 

Here the hill was ftill very 
high, and the paflage down, 
was fteep and difficult enough; 
but ftill, it was pradkicable, and 
our men could fee the marks of 
cattle having pafled there, as if 
they had. gone in drifts or droves; 

G 3 alfo 
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alfo it was apparent, that', by 
fome help and laboui^ of hands, 
the way might be led winding 
and turning on the flope of the 
hill, fo as to make it much 
eafier to get down than it was 
now. 

It coft them no fmall labour^ 
however, to get down, chiefly 
becaufe of the mules, which very 
often fell down with their loads, 
and our men faid, they believed, 
th^y could,^ with much more 
eafey have mounted up from the 
Ettft fide tt) the top^ than they 
came from the Weft fide to the 
bottom. 

They encamped ene night' on 
the declivity of the hiUy butgpt 
up' early,^ and wa« at the bot-» 
torn and' on the plain ground 
by ftcion : As^^ fodn as they came* 
there, they encamped arid itt« 
freihed themfelvesi that i^ tn^ 

jfay. 
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lay, went to diunct! ; but it be?- 
ing very b<5t thex€, the cool* 
bxee^es, of the mountains hav.-. 
ing now. left them, they, were, 
moro inclined, to fltep than to. 
cat^ ft) the captain ordered tbc: 
tent to be fet up,, and they 
miadei the, whole day o^ it^ call-, 
ijug: a council in. the morning^ 
to confider what cQurJfe they, 
fhouW fleer, and*' hpw they 
|fcjould,r go. on^ 

Mece they came to. this re.-- 
fdution^ that t^Jusy^ OwuJd feiid^ 
twa menj, a. confiderabk way* 
up. the hili agaijx; tp. take. the> 
flxiiSefl: obfervation. the.y Qoxildr 
o£ the piain, with, the' largeft. 
glaffes they had, and to mark, 
which way the neareft rivej; or. 
water was to. be. feen ; and they 
fliQuld dired: their courfe, firft; 
ta the water, and that if the, 
courfe of it lay South or any 

G 4 way 
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way to the Eaft of the Sou thy 
they would follow on the bank 
of it, and as foon as it was large 
enough to carry them, they would 
make them fome canoes or Shal- 
lops, or what they could do 
with the moft eafe, to carry 
them on by water ; alfo they di- 
reSed them to obferve if they 
could fee any cattle feeding at a 
diftance, or the like. 

The meffengers returned, and 
brought word, that all the way to 
the Eaft and fo on to South Eaft, 
tliey could difcover nothing of wa- 
ter, but that they had feen a great 
lake or lough of water at a great 
diftance, which looked like a fea/ 
and lay from them to the North- 
ward of the Eaft, about two 
points; adding, that they did not 
know, but it might afterwards 
empty itfelf to the Eaftward, 

and 
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«nd it was their opinion to make 
the beft of their way thither. 

Accordingly the next morning 
the whole body decamped and 
marched Eaft North Eaft very 
chearfully, but found the wajr 
much longer than they expedled ; 
for though from the mountains, 
the country feemed to lie flat and 
plain^ yet when they came to 
meafure it by . their feet, they 
found a great many little hills | 
little, I fay> compared to the 
great mountains, but great to 
them who were to travel over 
them> in the heat, and witKbut 
vpry^ indifferent fupport as to pro*- 
viiions ; fo that in a word, the 
captain very prudently ordered,, 
that they (hould. travel only three 
hours in the morning, and three 
in the evening,, and encamp in 
the heat of the day, to refrefli 
thcmfelves as well as they could. 

G -5 The 



The beft thing they met with 
in that part of the ccAiAtrf^ w«> 
that they had phviij of watffer ; 
for though f hey wer tf not fet camt 
to any large confiderable river> 
yet, every low piece of ground^ 
had a fmall rill of watei^ in it i 
and the fprings coding out fro/fA 
the rifif^g grounds, on^ the fides 
of the mountains^ bSii^g inms-t- 
merable, made tmny fuoh fatall 
brooks. 

It coft them fix days travel, 
with tv<ro days refting between, 
to advance to that river of wa^ 
ter, which, from the height of 
the mountains, feemed to be 
but a little way off: They could 
not march, by their computati* 
on, above ten or twelve miles a 
day, and reft every third day 
too, for their luggage. was hea- 
vy, and their mules but few ; 
alfo fome of their mules became 

tired 
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tired aod )adeci^ by tkkw iQOg 
mavch^ or fdl lame^ an4 w^:» 
good fbir nodicng* 

fis£xks all uxisif. the d^ys 
which i call days: of cei^> w<^r9] 
jFealfy noi: la tot tbcm> fgr thoft. 
Atervals wero employed, to rasge 
about add hytnt fox food; aad. 
k was for that» nMre than fof. 
want of rdk, that they hi^t«4 
every third day. 

Iq this exarcife they did^ how^ 
Qver^ meet v|^ith iuch fuco^^ 
l^t they made fl^ft to kiU on« 
&»t of creature or anothier ev^y 
day, fufiicient to keep them fcoiU; 
fumiihing ; fometimefi; they tmk 
with ibinue deer^ other tiniets with- 
the Gumacoes oc Poruviaa (heep,. 
and fometimes with fowl^ Qf 
feveral kinds, fo that they did 
pretty well for food : at length, 
via. the feventh day, they c^wq 
to a river, which was at firft 

G 6 fmall 
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fmall, but having received an- 
other fmall river or tvsro from 
the Northern part of the coun- 
try, it began to ieem large e- 
nough for their purpofe, and as 
it ran Eaft South Eaft they con- 
cluded it would run into the 
lake^ and that they might Acct 
down this river, if they could 
make any thing to carry them. 

But their firft difcouragement 
was, the country was all open, 
with very little wood, and no trees^ 
or very few, to be found large 
enough to make canoes, or boats, 
of any fort; but the fkill of 
their carpenters, of which they 
had £our, foon conquered this 
difficulty ; for coming to a low 
fwampy ground, on the fide of 
the river, they found a tree 
fpmething like a beech, very 
firm good fort of wood ; and 
yet foft enough to yield to their 

tools j 
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tools ; and they went to w(m-1q 
with this, and at firft, made them 
ibme rafts; which they thought 
might carry them along, till the 
river was bigger. 

While this was doing (which 
took up. two or three days) thct 
men flraggled up and dowi); 
(bme with their guns to fhoot 
fowls, fome with contrivances, 
to catch &(h, fome one thing, 
fome another; when, on a fud- 
den, one of their fi(hermen, not 
in the river, but in a little 
brook, which afterwards ran in* 
to the riven found a little bit 
of fhining ftuff among the fand,' 
or earth in the bank ; and cryed^ 
he had found a piece of gold : 
Now it feems all was not gold 
that gliftened, for the lump had 
no gold in it, whatever it was; 
but the word being given out at 
firft, it immediately fet all our 

men 
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Rieri a ruMaging flie^ fkooes of 
every tittle riti of water they 
came at^ to fee if ^ere was ^mj 
gold ; and theyt bad not looked 
long, but they foiwid fevcral Kt- 
tfte grains ver/ finallaiid; ime, 
not onty in thid bwck/ but in 
iereral others : So they^ fpent 
tbek time the more chearfolfy, 
becaufe they maide fome ad?an^' 
tage, < 

All this white fbey &w soi 
people, nor any fegnals of any, 
except once on* the other fide of 
the river, at a great difiance, 
they faw abo«t thirty together, 
but whether men or women, or 
how many of each, they could 
not tell, nor would they come 
afny nearer ^ t>T\\y ftcod and gazed 
at our people at a diftance. 

They were now Tcady to quit 
their camp and •embark, intend- 
ing to lay all their baggage on 

the 



^ ntfts^ wiifh three o^ fbur Ask 
mtih, aYvd fb< fhe^ r6(l to mch-ch by 
tile fWe<^ M^t dftd sis^ jmefi^ as 
CinMr t<^ ride ujfiievi^ the 'fi^«ik&$ 
when, on a fudden, all their na**' 
vigatiDA- Wi^ putt So d f^p^ and 
their Mvir Vefiiek^ fc^k ais.^;^ 
wete, iufl^red a^ wreck. 

t'h^ eafa was thiis : they had 
4iik(6tPed a great many black 
eldttd^ to ' hang crttt the top* of 
elte fndttnfi^tis, ^dndi ibme of them 
idiien^ bek)W the tdps, and they did 
believe it t^iad among the' bills ; 
but in the plain where they lay, 
afld &11 about them, it was fair, 
and the weather fine. 

But in the nighty the (Carpen- 
ters and their aflklants, who had 
fet Bp a little tent near the river 
fide, were alarmed with a great 
roaring noife (as they thonght) 
in the river, though at a diftance 
upwards; prefently after, they 
found the water begin to come 

into 
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into their tent; when running 
oat, they found the river was 
fwelling over its banks, and all 
the low grounds on both fides of 
them. 

, To their great iatisfadtion it 
was j uft break of day, fo that they 
could fee enough to make their 
way from the water ; and the land 
very happily rifing a little to the 
fouth of the river, they immediar 
tely fled thither ; two of them 
had fo much prefence of mind 
with them, as to pick up their 
working- tools, at leaft fomc of 
them, and carry off, and the wa? 
ter rifing gradully, the other two 
carpenters ventured back to fave 
the reft; but they were put to 
fome difficulty to get back again 
with them ; in a word, the water 
rofe to fuch a height, that it car« 
ried away their tent, and every 
thing that was In it^ and, which 

was 
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was worfe, their rafts, (for they- 
had almoft iiniflied four large 
ones) were all lifted off from the 
place where they were framed, 
which was a kind of a dry dock, 
and dafhed all to pieces, and the 
timber, fuch as it was, all car- 
ried away : the fmaller brooks' 
alfo fwelled in proportion to the 
larger river ; fo thar, in a word, 
our men lay, as it were, fur- 
rounded, with water, and began, 
to be in a terrible conflrernation ; 
for though they lay in a hard dry 
piece of ground, too high for the 
land -flood to reach them, yet had 
the rains continued in the moun- 
tains, they might have lain there 
till they had been obliged to eat 
one another, and (b there had 
been an end of our new difcovery. 
But the weather cleared up 
among the hills the next, day^ 
which heartened them up again ; 

and 
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and'asi the flDod rofe fafoofl,^£» 
the current being furioufly rapfid^ 
the waters ran oS ag^in a€ eafily . 
as the^ came on> and in two daya 
the water was all gone again* Bnt- 
our little float was fhipwrecked^ 
aa>I ho/ve faid, and the carpenters^ 
finding how dangerous- fuchr great, 
unweildly rafts would be^ refolv-- 
ed to fet to it, and build one 
largp flc^at with fides to it like. a. 
punt or ferry-boat* They worked 
ix> hard at this^ ten of the merit 
alway^s workings with theoi^ to^ 
helps that in flive days they, had, 
has'finittiQd':, the onl^ thing thej^ 
wapted' wa&* pitch* and tar^ ta 
HEiaklQ heir upper^work lutep qu!* 
the water $t ^d they made a fhifib 
Ifo fetch a juioe. out of fbme o£ 
the weed they had cut, by help 
q£ fire,, that anfwer^d the end to- 
lerabl]9 well. 

But that which made this- dif-- 

ap. 
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a^poidtment 2ef6 affliifting,. wasyr 
that . our othef men bunti0g; 
about the fdilll ft reams ^^herC' 
thisf water had come down fo> 
furioufly*, found that thepe was, 
more gold, and the more for the- 
latd flood. Thift made them run 
ftraggling up the flrtams; andyaa- 
the captairl faid^ he thought onc^ 
they would run quite back to tho- 
mountaiifs again. 

BiM that:w»ab hn ign^rafncte t-oo^. 
for afb^r a'while»t and the nearo^' 
the)^ oame to the riling of tfio^ 
hiU^, :the qua/ntit)^ abated; for 
wheref the Areame were fo furi- 
ous, the watei* waflied it all aw^;. 
and cartied it dowrt- with it ;*. ikt^ 
that by the end of five daj/fs th^ 
men found but^ UmU, and bdgaa 
to Gonle' back agftin. 

But then^ they difeovered,. thdt^t 
thpi^h there* was kfe i» the- 
hi^JhAt part ol the- riv^f^^ (horei 

was 
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was more farther down, and they 
found it fb well worth while, 
that they went looking along for 
gold all the way towards the lake, 
and left their fellows and the boat 
to come after. 

At laft, when nothing elfe 
would do it, hunger called them 
off, and (b once more all the com- 
pany were got together again f 
and now they began to load the 
float, indeed it might be called a 
luggage boat: however, it anf- 
wcred very well, and was a 
great .relief to our men ; but 
when they came to load it, 
they found it would not carry 
near fo much as they had to 
put in it; befides, that they 
would be all obliged to march 
on foot by the fhore, which had 
this, particular inconvenience in 
it, that whenever thev came to 
ahy fmall river or brook, which 

ran 
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ran into the other, as was very 
often the cafe, they would be 
forced to march up a great way 
to get over it, or unload the 
^reat float to make a ferry-boat 
of it to waft them over. 

Upon this, they refolved, that 
the firft place they came at, 
where timber was to be had for 
building, they would go to work 
again, and make two or three 
more floats not fo big as the 
other, that fo they might em- 
bark themfelves, their baggage^ 
and their provifions too all toge* 
ther, and take the full benefit 
of the river, where it would af- 
ford them help, and not fome 
fail on the water, and fome go on 
foot upon the land, which would 
be very fatiguing. 

Therefore, as foon as they 
found timber, as I have faid, 
and a convenient place, they 

went 



went aU bands to wo#k>to ^baild 
jBOFC 'flcMts or boats; and while 
this was doing, all 'tbe ^pdre 
men« fpcnt their time and 'pakys 
in fearching about for gold in 
the brooks and Tmall ftreams, 
ias well thofe they had been at 
.before, as others ; and that ^ter 
tbey had, as it wore, plundered 
■them at the firft difcovery ; for 
•as ihey had found fome gold 
-after the hafty-rain, they -were 
■loth to give it over, though 
■they had been afTured there was 
■more to be found in the lake 
■where they were yet to come, 
than in the brooks. 

All this while their making 
the floats went flowly on, fot 
the -men thought it a great 
hardftiip to keep qhopping -of 
itks, as they -called it, while 
icir tellows were -picking up 
gold, though they -knew thty 




wrwc to have dneir fliace of ir^bat 
they found, as much as if : they 
had been all the iwhile with 
them: But, it Teems, :tbere is 
JSikittfi of fatisfadtion. in ithe (work 
of picking up -^oM, befides ithc 
mere gain. 

However, at length, the :g^Id 
failing, they began to think of 
their more immediate twoik^ 
.which Avas going r forward; and 
the car pen ters^ having . made, three 
more floats like flat-bottonacd 
har^s, which they .brought to 
:be able to carry their baggage 
and themfclves. too, if they 
thought ifit, they began to icm- 
bark and fall dow^n the. river, 
but they grewrfick of their na- 
vigation in a 'Vefy,f(Kv iiays;ifor 
hcfore they got to the lake, 
ivsrhich was (but three days ^ gor- 
ing, ithey ran ieveral times vn 
^ound, ;and jwck : obliged to 

lighten 
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lighten their floats to get them 
off agaioy then load again ^ and 
lighten again, and fo o£f and 
on 9 till they were fo tired of 
them; that they would much 
rather have carried all their bag- 
gage, and have travelled by land: 
And at laft they were forced to 
caft oflF two of them, and put 
all their baggage on board the 
other two ; which, at beft, though 
large, were but very poor crazy 
things. 

At length, they came in fight 
of their beloved lake, and the 
next day they entered into the 
open part or fea of it, which 
they found was very large, and 
in fome places very deep. 

Their floats, or by what other 
name they might be called, were 
by no means fit to carry them 
upon this inland fea; for, if the 
the water had been agitated by 

the 
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tfhe leaft guft of wind, it would 
prefently have wafhed over them, 
atid have fpoiled, if not funk, 
their baggage i fo they had no 
way to fteer or guide them when- 
ever they came into deep water 
where they could not reach the 
ground with their poles. 

This obliged them, as foon as 
they came into the open lake, 
to keep clofe under one fhore, 
that is to fay, to the right hand^ 
where the land falling away to 
the South and the South and by 
Eaft, feemed to carry them ftill 
forward on their way 5 the other 
fide widening to the North made 
the lake feem there to be really 
a fea, for they could not look 
over it unlefs they went on 
fliore, and got upon fome rifing 
ground. 

' Here, at firft, they found the 
fliore fteep too, and a great depth 

Vol. III. H of 
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of water clofe to land, which 
];nade them very uneafy^ for if 
the Icaft gale of wind had drf-^ 
turbed the water, efpecially blow- 
ing from off the lake, they would 
have been fhipwrecked clpfe iq 
thq fhore. However, after they 
had gone for two days along the 
fide, by the help of towing and 
fetting as well as they could, they 
canie to a flatter fhore and a fair 
ftrand, to their great joy and fa- 
tisfaftion. 

But if the fl>ore proved to their 
fatisfa<ftion for its fafety, it was 
mwh more (o on another ac- 
count i for they had not been 
long here, : before they found 
the fands or ihore infinitely rich 
in goldf beyond all they had 
feen, qt thought of feeing, be- 
fore. They had no fooner wade 
thQ diicoMerVf tl^an they refolved 
tiiy poj(^5 taemfelves of a trea- 
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fare that was to inrich them 
all for ever; accordingly, they 
went to work with fuch an a- 
varicious fpirit, that they feem- 
cd to be as if they were plun* 
dering an enemy's camp^ and 
that there was an army at hand 
to drive them from the place ^ 
and, as it proved, they were in 
the right to do fo; for in this 
guft of their greedy appetite, 
they confidered not where they 
were> and upon what tender 
tickliih terms their navigation 
ftood, 

* They had indeed drawn their 
two floats to the ihore as well 
as they could, and with pieces 
of wood, like piles, ftuck in on 
every fide, brought them to ride 
eafy, but had not taken the leaft 
thought about chlnge of wea-* 
ther, though they knew they 
fead neither anchor or cable, nof 

H 2 fo 
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fo much, as a rope large enough 
to faften them with on the 
fliore. 

But they were taught more 
wit to their coft in two or three 
ilays ; for the very fecond night, 
they felt a little unufual riling 
of the water, as they thought, 
though without any wind; and 
the next morning, they found 
the water of the lake was fweK 
led about two feet perpendicu- 
lar, and that their floats, by 
that means, lay a great way 
farther from the fhore than they 
did at firft, and the water ftill in- 
creafing. 

This made them imagine there 
was a tide in the lake, and that 
after a little time it would a- 
bate again ; but they foon found 
their miftake^ for, after fome 
time, they perceived the water, 
which, was perfectly fine, and 

clear 
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clear before, grew, by degrees, of 
a paler colour, thick, and whitifh, 
till at laft it was quite white and 
muddy, as is ufual in land floods; 
and as it ftill continued rifing, fo 
they continued thrufting in their 
floats farther and farther towards 
the fhbre, till they had, in ftiort, 
lofl: all the fine golden fands 
they were at work upon before, 
and found the lake overflowed 
the land fo far beyond them, 
that, in (hort, they feenicd to 
be ia the middle of the lake, 
for they could fcarce fee to the 
end of the water, even on that 
very fide where, but a few hours 
before, their floats were fafl: on 
the fands. 

It may be cafily judged, that 
this put them into great conflier- 
nation, and they might well con- 
clude, that they mould be all 
drowned and loft; fiDr they were 

H 3 now„ 
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now, as it were^ in the middle 
of tbc fca upon two open floats 
or rafts, fenced no where from 
the Icaft furge or fwell of the 
water, except by a kind of waftc 
boards about two feet high» built 
up on the fides, without any 
caulking or pitching, or any 
thing to keep out the water. - 

1 hey had neither niaft or fail, 
anchor or cable, head or ilern, 
no bows to fence off the waves^ 
or rudder to ftecr any courfc, 
or oars to give any motion to 
their floats, whofe bottoms were 
flat like a punt; fo that they 
were obliged to thruil theni a- 
long with fuch poles as they 
had, fome of which were about 
eight or ten feet long, which 
gained them a little way, though 
very flowly. 

All the remedy they had in 
this cafe, was to fet on with 

their 
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tliteir poles, towards the . fliOre^ 
and to obferve by their pocket- 
compajSbs which way it lay: 
And this they laboured hard at> 
left they ihould be loft in the 
eighty and not know which way 
to go. 

- Their carpenters, in the mean 
time, with fome fpare boards 
which they had, or rather made, 
niiied their fides as Well as they 
coald, to keep off the wa(h c£ 
4hd fea, if any wind (hould rife 
fi> as to make the water cOugh.; 
and tba^a they fenced againft 
every danger as well as they 
:coald,. though all put together, 
they were but in a very forry 
condition. 

Now they had time to refled): 
upon their voracious fury, in 
ranging the fhore to pick up 
^Id, without confxdering where, 
And in what condition they were^ 

H 4 an4 
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and without looking out on 
fliore for a place of fafety: 
Nay, they might now have re- 
fledted on the madnefs of ven- 
turing out into a 4ake or inland 
fea of that vaft extent, in fuch 
pitiful bottoms as they had un- 
der them. Their bufinefs, doubt- 
lefs, had been to have flopped 
within the mouth of the river, 
and found a convenient place to 
land their goods and fecure their 
lives ; and when they had pitch- 
ed their camp upon any fafe 
high ground, where they might 
be fure they could neither he 
overflowed or furrounded with 
water, they might have fearched 
the (hores of the lake, as far as 
they thought &t; but thus to 
launch into an unknown water, 
and in fuch a condition, as to 
their veflTcls, as is defcribed a- 

boveit 
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bove, was moft unaccountably 
rafh and inconfiderate. 
' Never were a^ crew of fifty 
men, all able and experienced 
feilors, fo embarked, nor drawn 
into fuch a fnare;^ for they were 
fiirrounded with water for three 
or four miles in breadth on the 
neareft (bore, and this all on a^ 
liidden, the coontTy lying low 
and flat for fuch a breadth ; all^ 
which appeared diy land, and> 
green, like the fields, but the 
day before; and, without quef- 
tion, the men were fufficiently 
furprized. 

Now they would have given 
all the^old they had got, whicl^ 
was very confiderable too, to- 
have been^ on fhore on the wildeft 
and mail barren part o£ the 
country, and would have trailed 
to their own diligence to get 
Ibodi But here, befides the im- 

H 5 minent 
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tninent danger of drownii>g> th^^ 
might alfo be in danger of ftarv- 
ing; for had their floats ground- 
ed but upon any little hillock^ 
they might have fluck there till 
they had flarved and periQied for 
hunger : Theo they were in the 
utmoil anxiety too^ for fear of 
wetting their powder^ which if 
it had happened,, (bey could never 
have made ferviceable again, and 
without it they could not have 
killed any thing for food, if they 
had got to the (bore. 

' They had, in this exigence, 
fome comforts however, which 
might a little uphold their fpi* 
ritSi and without which, indeed^ 
their condition mufl have been 
deplorable and defperate* 

I . It was hot weather, fb that, 
a3 they had no fhelter againft 
the cold if it had come, they 
bad no cold to afHid; them ^ bu| 
they rather warited awnings, to 

keep 
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keep off the fun, than houfes ^e 
keep off the cold« 

a. The water of the lake was 
freth ami good^ even when it 
k>oked white and thick, yet ic 
was very fweet, wholefome and 
good tafted: (lad it been fait wai- 
ter, and they thu$ in the mid-i 
die of it, they muft have perished 
with thirft. 

3. They being rk)W floating 
over the drowned lands only^ 
the water was not very deep, fo 
that they could reach ground; 
and fet along their rafts with 
their poles 5 and this, to be fure,, 
they ^iled not to do with, the ut-» 
moft (UUgence^ 

They had alfo the fatisfaftioA 
ta obferve, though it was not 
wiihout toiling in an inexpref^ 
fible manner, that they gained 
Upon the (hore^ and that there 
wafe a high* land before tbeni^ 

H 6 which 
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which they were making for» 
though very. .flowly, and at a dif- 
tance they hoped to overcome* 

But foon after^ they had ano« 
ther difccuragement^ namely, that 
they faw thj^vday declining, and 
night coming on apace, and, in 
ihort, that it was impoifible they 
could reach the high land, which 
they faw, by day-light, nor did 
they know what to do, or how to 
go on in the night. 

At length, two bold fellows 
offered themfelves to ftrip and go 
off, either to wade or fwim to 
the fhore^ which they had yet 
day -light enough to do, being, 
as they judged, abput three miles, 
though they found it above four; 
and from thence to find means to 
make a iire or light, to guide 
them to the fhore in the dark. 

This was, indeed, a defperato 
attempt, but the two fellows be^* 

' ing 
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mg good fwimmerSy and willing 
to venture^ it was not impradti- 
cable. They had light linen 
drawers on^ with pockets, and 
open at the knees^ and their 
ihirts; each of them took a 
little bottle with fomc gun-pow- 
der clofe flopped, with other 
materials for kindling fire ; wea- 
pons they had none» but each 
man a knife and a hatchet faft- 
ened round hi& waift in a little 
belt, and a light pole in his 
hands to help him when he wad- 
ed, which it was expeded they 
muft do part of the way. They 
had no provifions with them^ 
but a bottle with fbme good 
brandy in their pockets above,- 
mentioned.. 

When they went ofl^ it was 
fuppofed the water tp be about 
four feet to five feet deep,, ib 
they chofe to. fwinoL rather than 
u wade^ 



f84 DE FOE^S VOYAGE 

At lengthy to their great joy,, 
they law a light ; and it was 
the more to their: joy, becaufe 
they iaw it j^ft before thorny 
or, as the feamen call it, right 
a-head ; by which they had the 
£ttisfadion to know they had 
not varied their cowrie in the 
dark. It feems their two men 
had landed upon a fair riling 
ground, where they found fome 
iow buflies and trees, and where 
they had good hard dry ftand^ 
ing^ and they foon found means 
to pick out a few withered dry 
ilicks, with which they made 
a -blaze for the prefent, having 
ftruck fire with the tools they 
were furniihed with, as mention- 
ed abovew 

By the light of this blaze^ 
they gave the firft notice to their 
comrades, that, they were land^ 
ed; and they in return, as was 

agreed: 
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agreed on 1 before, fired two guns 
as a fignal that they, law it, and 
were, all fafe. 

. By the light of this fire, the 
two men alfo gave themfelves 
fo much Kght as to find: more 
dry wood; and afterwards : their 
fire was fo ftrong and good, 
that they made the green wood 
burn as well as the dry. 

Their companions on the floats, 
were now come into the (hoal wa- 
ter, in which, as I faid, the men 
.waded, but as their floats did hot 
draw above a foot or eighteen 
inches water at moft, they went 
on ftill; but at length, being 
• within about half a mile of the 
hillock, where the two men 
were, they found the water fo 
fliallow, tljat their floats would 
not fwim. Upon this, more of 
the men went over-board with 
poles ia their hands, founding, 

as 
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as we may call it» -for deeper 
water; and^ with long puddling 
about^ they found the ground 
fall off a little in one place, 
by which diey got their ^floats 
about a quarter of a mile far<- 
thcr: But then the water was 
(hallow again not above a foot 
water. So, in a word, they were 
fain to be content, and running 
faft a- ground, they immediately 
began, though dark, and them«^ 
ielves very much fatigued, to 
unload their floats, and carry all 
on fhore on their backs. 

The firfl thing they took care 
to land, was their ammunition, 
their gun-powder and arms ;^ not 
forgetting the ammunition He 
bouche, as the French call it, 
I mean their vidluals^ and^ with 
great joy, they got to their two 
comrades ; then they fetched 
their proper 'materials for their 

tent. 
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tent, and fet it up, and having 
- refreshed themielves, they wei>t 
all to fleep (as they faid) with- 
out fo much as a centinel placed 
for their guard : Ffy as they 
ikw no inhabitants, fo they 
feared no enen^ies ; and, it may 
be fuppofed they were weary €• 
nough to make them want reft^ 
even in the extremeft manner. 

In the morning they bad tim^^ 
enough to relied: upon the mad- 
nefs of fuch rafh adventures. 
Their floats, indeed, reaiained 
as they had left them, and the 
water was ebbed away from them 
for more than two miles, that 
is to fay, almoft to the deep 
half mile, mentioned above; but 
they heard a furprizing noife and 
roaring of the vtrater on the lake 
itfelf, the body of which was 
now above feven miles from 
them. 

They 
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They could not imagine what 
this roaring fhould mean, for 
they felt no wind, nor could 
they perceive any clouds at a 
diftance , that looked as if they 
brought any fquals of wind with 
them, as they are often obferved 
to do : But when they came 
nearer the water, they found it 
had a kind of a fwell, and that 
there was certainly fome more 
-violent motion at the farther 
diftance; and in a little while, 
looking behind them towards the 
fhore where their comrades were^ 
they found the water began to 
fpread over the flat ground a- 
gain; upon which, they haften- 
ed back, but having a good way 
to go, they were obliged to wade 
knee- deep, before they reached 
to the hillock where their tent 
flood, 

The^f 
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. Thpy had not been many 
hours on fliore, before they 
found the wind began to rife, 
and the roaring, which before . 
they heard at a diftance, grew 
louder and nearer, till at length 
the floats were lifted up, and 
driven on (horc, by the wind, 
which increafed to a ftorm; and 
the water fwelled and grew 
rough, and, as they were upon 
the lee ftiore, the floats were 
foon broken in pieces, and wen( 
fome one way and fome ano- 
ther. 

In the evening, it overcaft and 
grew cloudy, and about mid- 
night they had their fhare of a 
violent rain, which yet, they 
could fee, was more violent to- 
wards the mountains of the An- 
des, and towards the courfe of 
the river, which they came down 
in the floats. 

' The confequence of this was, 

that. 
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tfaat^ the third day, the waters 
of the lake fwelled again to a 
frightful height ; that is to fay, 
it would have b^en frightful to 
them, if they had been upon 
it, for they fuppofed it rofe 
about two fathom perpendicu-» 
larly, and the wind continuing 
frefh. the water was ^11 a white 
foam of froth ; fo thait had they 
been favoured with even a good 
large boat under them, (he would 
fcarce have lived there. 

Their tent was a fufficient 
fhelter from the rain, and as 
they were on dry land, and too 
high to be reached by any lA^ 
undation, they had no concern 
upon them about their fzfety; 
but took this for fufficient no*^ 
tice, not to come up the |ake 
again in hafte, unlefs they werd 
better provided with boats to ride 
out a florm. 

Our 
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Our men begttn now to think 
they had taken their leave of the 
golden lake^ and yet th^ knew 
not how to think of leaving it 
fo foon : They were now four- 
teen or fifteen leagues from the 
ihore where they had found fo 
much gold, nor did they know 
the way to it by land; and as 
for going by water, that they 
were unprovided for, feveral 
ways; befides, the waters kept 
up to a confiderable height, and 
the winds blew fre(h for fix ox 
eight days without intermifiion. 

All theie obftrudions joined 
together, put them upon con-* 
fideringof purfuing their march 
bylafud; in which, however, 
they refolved to coaft the lake 
as near as they could to the 
Eaftward, till, if poilible, they 
ihould fkid that the waters had 
fome outlet, that is to fay, that 

the 
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the lake emptied itfelf by fomc 
river towards iht fea, as they 
concluded it certainly muft. 

They had not yet feen any 
inhabitants, or any fign of them, 
at leaft, not near them ; they 
faw, or fancied they faw feme 
on the other fide of the river, 
but as none came within reach 
of them, it is doubtful whether 
they really faw them or not. 

Before they decamped for a 
inarch, it was needful to get 
Ibme providons, if poffible, ahd 
this made then) the more defir- 
ous of finding out fome conver- 
fible creatures, but it- was in 
vain : They killed a wild cow 
and a deer, and this was all they 
could get for fome time ; and 
with this they fet forward, tak- 
ing their coaft Eaft, and rather 
Northerly, in order to , come 
into the fame latitude they fet 

out 
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©lit in, at their firft embarking 
on the river* 

After they had marched thus 
for about three days, keeping 
the lake on the North fide of 
them, and • always in view ; at 
length, on the third day in the 
evening, coming to a little hill, 
which gave them the profpe<St 
of the country for fome length 
North Eaft, they faw plainly a 
river iffuing out of the lake, and 
running firft Eaft, then bending 
to the South, it was alfo eafy 
to perceive, that this river was 
at that time much broader than 
ifi its ufual courfe, for that they 
could fee a great many ' trees, 
which pt-obably grew oh ' the 
banks of the river, ftanding . as 
It were, in the middle of the 
water, the banks being- over- 
flowed both ways very confider- 
ably. " . . .'-.J . . * : ' i 

'Vol. III. I But 
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But as they .mounted the hill, 
which they ftood on, to a greater 
height^ they difcovered farther 
North, at a diftance of five or 
fix miles, according to their ac** 
count, a much larger river, which 
looked, compared to the firft, 
rather like a fea thaii a river, 
which likewife ifiued out of the 
iake and ran Bail by South to« 
wards the fea; which river they 
fuppofed to be in the fame man* 
ner fwelled with a land-water, 
to a prodigious degree. 

This profpe£t brought them 
to a more &rious confultation, 
as to the meafures they fhould 
take to proceed on thqr jour- 
ney; and as they could eafily 
fee, there was little or no ufe to 
be made of the rivers for their 
travelling, while the water was 
thus above the ordinaiiy banks, 
fo that they could not know. 

Ihe 
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the proper channels^ and alfo 
that the currents were exceed- 
ing fwift; fo they refolved to 
ikock themfelves with provi(ions» 
if poflible, and continue their 
Journey by land. 

To this purpofe, they firft made 
it their bufinefs to catch fome 
more Guinacoes, or large (heep» 
which they knew, would not 
only feed them» but alfo carry 
their luggage, which was dill 
heavy and very troublefome to 
them, and yet abfolutely necef* 
iary too : But all their endea^ 
▼our was in vain, for though 
they faw feveral, and found that 
the country was pretty full 
of them, and (bme they killed, 
yet they could not take one a- 
live, by any means they could 
contrive* 

Among other creatures the|r 
ihot for food,. were a f(?w wild 

I z cowa 
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tows and bulls, and efpecially 
on the North fide of the river, 
where they found great plenty. 

But the moft furprizing thing 

to them that they had yet met 

with, was ftill to come : They had 

dcfc'ended from the hill, where 

they at firft difcovered the fmaller 

river, and where they had fct 

up their tent, refolving to march 

on the lower grounds, as near 

the river as they could, fo as to 

be out of danger of the water, 

that they might find if poffible, 

fome way over to comfe at the 

great river, which they judged 

to be the ftream moft proper for 

their bufinefs. * 

Here they found a rich plea-' 
fant country, level and fruitful, not 
fo low as to be expofcd to the 
overflowing of the river, -and not 
fD high as to be dry and baCTen ; 
^veral little brooks and ftreams 

of 
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of water, rifing on the fide of 
the hill they came from, ran 
winding this way and that, as 
if to find out the river, and near 
the river were fome woods of 
very large trees. 

The men not forgetting the 
main chance, fell to washing and 
fearching the fand and gravel 
in thefe brooks for gold ; but 
the harveft of gold feemed to 
be over, for here they found 
none. 

They had alfo an occafion to 
difcover, that till the land-wa- 
ters were abated, there was no 
ilirring for them, no, not fo 
much its to crofs the firft river ^ 
nor, if they did, could they find 
in their hearts to venture, not 
knowing, but the waters might 
ilill rife higher, and that the 
two rivers might fwell into one, 
and fo they fhould be fwallowed 
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up, or if not, they might be 
furrounckd in fome ifland, where 
they fhould perifti for want of 
provifions ; fo they refolved to 
fetch their baggage from the hill 
as well as they could, and en- 
ipamp in thofe pleafant plains, as 
tiear the river as they could, till 
the water (hould abate. 

While they ftayed here, they 
Were fo far from having hopes 
that the waters would abate, 
that ij: rained violently for al- 
tnoft three days and nights to- 
gether; and one of thofe rainy 
fcnornings,- looking out at their 
tcnt-doori (for th«y couW not 
ftir abroad for the rain) they were 
furprized, when looking towards 
the river, which ivas juft below 
them, they faw a prodigious num- 
ber of blapk creatures in the 
water, and fwimming towards 
the flborc- where they were, • 

They 
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They firft imagined they were 
porpoifes or fea hogs, but could 
not fuggeft any thing of that kind 
at fuch a diflance from the fea^ 
when one of the men looking 
at them through a glafs, cried 
outy they were all black cattle, 
and that he could perceive their 
horns and heads; upon this, o- 
thers looking with their glafTes 
alfo, faid the fame ; immediately, 
every man run to his gun, and^ 
notwithftanding it rained hard, 
away they marched down to the 
the river's fide with all the fpeed 
they could make. 
• By that time they reached 
the river-bank, their wonder in- 
creafedy for they found it was 
a vaft multitude of black cattle, 
who finding the waters rife be* 
tween the two rivers, and by a 
natural fagacity, apprehenfive of 
being fwept away with the. floods 

I 4 had. 
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had, one and all took the wa- 
ters, and were fwimming over 
to this fide for fafety. 

It may very well be imagined^ 
the fellows, though they want- 
ed a few fuch guefts as thefe, 
yet were terrified with their mul- 
titude, and began to confidcr 
what courfe to take when the 
creatures fliould come to lanjd, 
for there was a great number of 
them : Upon the whole, after a 
ihort conlultation, for the crea-, 
tures came on apace, they re- 
folved to get into a low grounds 
where, they perceived they di- 
tested their courfe, and in which 
there were a great many trees, 
and that they would all get up 
into the trees, and fo lie ready, 
to {hoot among them as they 
landed. 

Accordingly they did fo, ex^ 
Cepting five of them, who, by 
. .. ^ . * cutting. 
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catting down fome large boUghs 
of a tree^ had got into a little 
thicket clofe to the water, and 
which they fo fortified with the 
boughs of the trees, that thejr 
thought themfelves fecure with- 
in, and there they pofted them- 
felves, refolving to wait the 
coming of the cattle, and take< 
their hazard. 

When the creatures came, to 
land, it was wonderful to ob- 
ferve, how they lowed and roar- 
ed, as it were, to bid one ano-. 
thcr welcome on (hore, and 
i^reading themfelves- upon the 
neighbouring plain, immediately* 
lay down, and rolling and ftretch*^ 
ing themfelves, gave our people 
notice, that, in fbort, they had 
fwam a great way, and were very 
much tired. > 

Our fellows foon laid about, 
them, and the five who had' 

I 5 fixed 
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fixed themielves in the tltackct^ 
had the faireft opportunity^ for 
^icy killed eleven or twelve of 
them as foon as they fet their 
foot on {hoK, and lamed a9 
many. 

Aiid now they had a trial of 
&i\\, for as they killed as many 
as they knew what to do withj^ 
and had their choice of beef^ 
if they killed a bull, they let 
him lie, as having no life for 
him, but choie the cows, as 
what they thought was only ^ 
Ibr eating. 

Bat, I fay, now they had a 
trial of &ill, namely, to fee if 
they could maim fome of the 
bulls, £o as not to kill them^ 
and might bring them to carry 
their luggage: This was a kind 
of a fruitlcfs attempt, as we af- 
terwards told them, to make a 
baggage*horfe of a wild bulL 

However, 
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However^ they brought it fo 
far to pafsy that having wounds 
ed feveral young bulls very much^ 
after they had run roaring about 
jvith the hurt^ they lay down 
and bled £o, as, that it was 
likely, they would bleed to deaths 
as feveral of them really did^ 
but the furgeon obferving two 
of them, to be low enougn that 
he might go to them, and do 
what he would with them, he 
foon flopped the bleeding, and^ 
in a word, healed the wounds; 
all the while they were under 
cure, he caufed grafs and boughs 
of trees to be brought, to them 
for food, and in four or five 
days, the creatures were very 
well: Then he caufed them Co 
be hampered with ropes and 
tied together, fo that they could 
peither fight with their heads 
or run aw^y with their heels 9 

16 and 
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9Dd having thus brought them 
to a place jufl by their tent, he 
caufed them to be kept fo hun«« 
gry, and almoft ilaryed, that 
when meat was carried them, 
they were fo tame and thank* 
ful, that at laft, they would eat 
cut of his handy and ftretch out 
their heads for it, and when they 
were let a little loofer, would 
follow him about for a hand- 
ful of grafs, like a dog for a 
bone. 

When he had brought them 
thus to hand, he, by degrees, 
loaded them and taught them 
to carry ; and if they were un- 
ruly .as they were at firft, he 
V7ould load them with more than 
they could well carry, and make 
them fland under that load two 
or three hours, and then come 
himfelf and bring them^meat^ 
$nd take the load off> and thiifS 

ia 
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|n.a few days^ they knew him To 
.well, that they would let hirn 
do any thing with them. 
» When our people came to de- 
campj they tied them both to- 
gether, with fuch ropes as they 
had, and made them carry a 
irery grei^t weight. They tried 
the . fame experiment with two 
more, but they failed, one died, 
Jand the other proved untradta- 
i>le, fullen and outrageous. 

The men had now lain here 
twelve days, having plenty of 
proviiion, in which time the 
weather proving fair, the land- 
wjaxcts ran off and the rivers came 
to. their old channels, clear and 
calm : The men would gladly 
have gone back to the fands 
and flat fhore of the lake, or 
to fome other part to look for 
gold /but that was impraftica* 
ble now, fo they marched on» 

and 
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and in about two days^ thejr 
found *th€ firft river foemed to 
turn fo much to the South, that 
they thought it would carry theox 
too far out of their way, for 
their orders were to keep about 
the latitude of forty to fifty, dcr 
grees, as is faid before^ fo they 
refolved to get over the firil ri« 
ver as foon a$ they could; they 
had not gone far^ but they found 
the river fo fliallow, that they 
etfily forded it, bulls and all, 
and being fafely landed, they 
travelled acrofs the country t^ 
the great river, which they 
found alfi) very low, though 
not like to be forded as the 
other was. 

Now, they thought they were 
in the way of their bufinefs, and 
here they refolved to fee if a 
tree or two might be found, big 
enough to make a large canoe 

to 



ROUND THE WORLD 907 

to carry them down this river, 
which, as it feemed large, fo 
the current feemed to be lefs 
rapid and furious, the channel 
being deep and fall. 

They had not fearched long, 
but they found three trees, that 
they thought large enough, and 
they immediately went to work 
with them, felled and fhaped 
them, and in four days time, 
they had three handfome canoes 1 
one larger than the reft, and 
able to carry in all, fifteen or 
iixteen men; but theie were not 
enough, fo they were £>rced to 
look out farther for two treea 
more, and this took them up 
more time^ However, in about 
a week they launched them all : 
As for davs, they had loft their 
account of time ; fo that as they 
had, fometimes, no rule to dif- 
tinguiih one day from another, 

fo 
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fo at laft, they quite forgot the 
days, and knew not a Sunday 
from a working-day any longer.* 

While thefe canoes were mak- 
ing, the men according to the 
old trade, fell to rummaging the 
ihores of this river, as they had 
done the other for gold, nor did 
they wholly loofe their labour, 
for in feveral places they found 
fome; and here it was, that a 
certain number of them, taking 
one of the canoes that were firft 
tnade, took a voyage of their 
own heads, not only without 
command, but againft command ; 
and having made a little maft and 
fail to it, went up towards the 
lake, refolving to go quite into 
the lake to find another golden 
ftiore or Gold Coaft, as they 
called it. 

To give a particular account 
of this wild tindretaking, would' 
be too long, nor would the 

rogues 
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rogues give much account of 
it themfelvcs ; only in (hort, that 
they found a fand pretty rich 
in gold, worked upon it five 
days, indefatigably, and got a 
fufficient quantity, had they 
brought it back, to have, tempts 
cd the reft to have gone all away 
to the fame place : But at the 
end of five days, Ibme were for 
returning, and *others for ftaying 
longer, till the majority prevail-? 
cd to come back, reprefenting 
to the reft, that their friends 
would be gone, and they {houl4 
be left to ftarve in that wild, 
country, and ftiould never get 
hoqiei £) they all got into the 
canoe ag^^n, but quarrelled when 
they were in, and that, to fuch 
an unreafonable height, that in 
fhprt, they fought, over-fet the 
Ippat^: loft all their gold and their 
Vms, except three muikets which 

were 
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were laflied under their thouts 
or benches of the canoe, fpoiled 
their ammunition and provifion^ 
and drowned one of their com- 
pany; fo they came home to 
the reft mortified, wet, and aU 
moft famiOied. 

This was a balk to them, and 
put a damp to their new pro- 
jeAs; and yet, fix of the fame 
men were fo bold afterwards, as 
to demand to be difmified, and 
a canoe given them, and they 
would go back they faid to the 
golden lake ; where, they did not 
doubt, they Should load the canoe 
with gold; and if they found 
when they came back, we were 
gone, they would find their w«y 
back through, the mountains, 
and go to the rich Spaniard^ 
who, they did not doubt, would 
get them licence to go back to 
Europe with the galleons, and 

perhaps^ 

. V 
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perhaps, they faid, they might 
be in England before us. 

But the captain quelled this 
mutiny, though there were four 
or five more came into it. By 
(hewing thpm the agreement they 
had made with me, their comt 
mander, the obligation they were 
under, and the madnefs of their 
other propofal, he prevailed with 
them to go forward with the reft, 
and purfue the voyage, which he 
now reprefented to be very eafy, 
being, as it were, all the wav 
down hill, that is to fay, witn 
the dream; for they all knew 
the river they were in muft gd 
to the fea, and that, in or near 
the latitude which they knew 
the (hip ha4 appointed to wait 
for them. 

However, to foften them a 
little, and in fome meafure to 
plcaCtsi them^ lit >4>roiBifed, that 

if 
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if they met with any fucccfs in 
the fearch after gold, in the ri- 
ver they were in, as he did not 
queflion but they (houid, he 
would confent to any reafonable 
ftop that they fbould propofe, 
not exceeding five days in a 
place, and the places to be not 
lefs than five leagues off from 
one another. 

Upon thefc terms they con- 
fented. and all embarked and came 
away, though extremely morti* 
fied for the lofs of one of their 
companions,^ who was a brav^ 
ftout fellow, very well beloyed 
by all the Company,, but there 
ivas no remedy*; fo they came on 
io five canoes, and with a good 
ftock of provifionsi fuch as it 
was, viz. good frefli beef cured 
in the fun. and .fifteen Peruvian 
^heep aUvq; for «. when they got 
intQ tl»^ cq^r\^ry ,i?f t^yeei? the tw<j 
.» rivers. 
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rivers, they found it'eaiy to catch 
tliofe creatures, who, before that, 
would not come near them. 

And now they came doWh the 
river apace, till they caniie to an* 
other golden fhore, whefe, find- 
iiig fbmc quantity of gold, they 
claimed their captain's proniife, 
and accordingly they went all on 
fliore to work, and pretty good 
fuccefs they had, picking up, 
from among the fands, a confi- 
derable quantity of gold ; and 
having flayed four of the five 
days, they found they had clear- 
ed the place, which was not of 
a long extent, and fo they cheat* 
fully came on. 

* They proceeded now for ele- 
ven days together very willingly, 
but then found the channel of 
the river divided itfelf, and one 
went away to the left, and the 
other to the right. They could 

not 
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90t judge which was the befl to 
take ; but not queftioning but 
that they would meet again foon, 
they took the fouthernmof): chan- 
nel, as being moil dired: in their 
latitude; and thus they courfed 
for three or four days more^ when 
they were obliged to put into the 
mouth of a little river that fell 
into the other^ and made a good 
harbour for their little fleet. 
. Here, I fay, they were obliged 
to put in for want of provifions, 
for they had eaten up all their 
Cuinacoes, and their two tame 
bulls too, the laft of which they 
ibpn repented, as will be (hewn 
prefentty. 

. After they had been a hunting, 
and (hot a couple of deer and a 
cow, lyith a kind of a hare, as 
l^rge as an Epglifh iox^ they &t 
fbf ward again very merry, aa4 
t^ more, becaufe they h.%d an* 

other 
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pther little piece c^ a gold coaft^ 
where, for two days, they had 
very good lack again ; but judge 
how they were furprifed, and ia 
what a conjfternation they were, 
when coming down farther the 
iaiQe river, they heard a terrible 
noif^ in the rivers as of a mighty 
cataraift, or water-fall, which in-f 
creafed as they canoe forward, till 
it grew fo loud, that they could 
not hear ithemielves fpeak, much 
lefs hear one another. 
' As ^hey approached, it was the 
pxipre frightful ; fo at length, left 
|hey 0xoi»ld be hurried into it be- 
fore they were aware, they went 
all on ihore, doing all by figns 
^d dumb poftures, for it was 
impof&ble to hear any found but 
that of the catara<%. 

Though the noife was fo great, 
it w^ qear fix miles to the place 
&9m whence it came, which, 

when 
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when they perceived, fomc of 
them' went V teck to bring on the 
bioatsf, and fo brought them as 
near the place as they durft, and 
ran them on ftiore into a little 
hollow part of the bank, juft 
large enough to hold them. — 
When they had. thus fe<2ured th6 
boats, they went to view the wa- 
ter-fall ; but how were they af- 
tonilhed, when they found, that 
there were no lefs than five wa* 
ter-falls, at the diftance of about 
two miles from each other, fome 
more, fome lefs, and that the 
water fell from a prodigious 
height 5 fo that it Was impoflible 
for any boat to launch down the 
catarad: without being da(hed in 
pieces. 

The men now fatv there' was 
no remedy, but that they muft 
Idfe the benefit of their five ca* 
noes,, which had been- fo com-^ 
' fortable 
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Ibrtable to' them, and by which 
they had come above four hun« 
dred miles iri a little time^ with 
fafety and pleafure, 

Thefe cataradts made the river 
pcrfeftly ufelefs to them for a- 
bove twenty miles, and it was 
impoflible to dra^ their canoes 
that length over land ^ fo, in 
{hort, they unloaded them, and 
for their own fatisfadlion, they 
turned one, the biggeft of them, 
adrift, and let it go to the firfl 
CAtaradt, placing' themfelves fo 
beyond, that they might fee it 
come down, which they did, and 
had the vexation of feeing it dafh- 
ed all to pieces on the rocks bel- 
low. 

« 

As there was no remedy, they 
plainly faw they muft leave their 
boats behind them^ And now, 
as I have faid, they had time to 
repent killing their two tamed 

Vol, III. K bulls. 
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bulls, who would have done them 
good fervice ; bift it was too late 
to look back upon what was done 
and over, fo many days before. 
They had now no means left 
them, if they would go forward,' 
but to t^ke their baggage uport 
their flioulders, and travel on foot. 
The only help they had, was, 
that they had got five Guinacoes 
left, which, though they were 
hungry, and would fain have eat- 
en, yeti as they carried at leaft 
five hundred weight of their lug- 
gage, they chofe to faft and walk, 
rather thaii feaft and work ; fo 
they went on as well as they 
could, till they got paft thefe 
falls, which, though not above 
twenty miles, eoft them five days 
labour ; at the end of which they 
encamped again to refrefti them- 
lelves, and confider of what was 
next t<) be done: They were thus 

lon^ 
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long upon this ihort journey for 
many reafons. 

1. Becaufe they were obliged 
to employ the beft part of two 
ck]^ in hunting for thqir food, 
in which time, five of them 
fvvimming over the river to {hoot 
at forne black cattle, extremely 
fatigued themfelves in purfuing 
them, but did, however, fhoot 
five cows and bulls ; but then it. 
was at fuch a diAance, that it 
was more pains to drag the flefh 
ialong to the river's fide, than it 
was worth, only that they were 
indeed hunger-ftarved, and muft 
have it, 

2. They found ftill fome little 
quantity of gold in the water ; 
that is to fay, below the falls, 
where the water, by falling with 
great force, had made a pit or 
hole of a vaft depth, and had 
thrown up a ihoal again, at per- 

K 2 haps 



tzo DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

baps a mile diftaoce, thei^ they 
took up fome gold, whenever th^ 
water was low enough to come 
at it. 

3. The weight of their bag- 
gage made them travel heavy, 
and feldom above five or fix miles 
a day. 

Being now come to the open 
river, they thought of buildings 
more floats; but they were dif- 
cou raged from this confideratioa 
by not knowing but in a few* 
days march there might be more 
water-falls, and then all their la- 
bour would be loft ; fo they took 
up their tent^ and began to tra- 
vel again. 

But here, as they kept the ri- 
ver clofe on board, as the feamen 
call it, they were at a full ftop, 
by the coming in of another ri- 
ver from the South Weft, which , 
when it joined the river they 

went 
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went along by, was above a quarter 
of a mile broad, and how to get 
over it they knew not. 

They fent two men up the ad- 
ditional river fome length, and 
he brought word, that it was ih- 
decd narrower by much, but no 
where fordable, but deep, and 
rapid. 

At the fame time, they fent 
two, more nimble fellows down 
the coaft of the great river, to 
fee if there were any more water- 
falls, who brought them word, 
there were none for upwards of 
fixty miles. 

While they lay here, at the 
point of the influx, expecting 
the return of their fcouts, they 
ufed what diligence they could 
in getting provilions ; and among 
the reft, they killed three cowa 
and a bull on the other fide of 
the largeft river; but not know- 

K 3 ing 
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ing how to bring them over, they 
at laft concluded to go, as many 
as could fwinn, which was the 
better half of them, and fit down 
by it, and roaft and broil upon 
the fpot, as much as they could 
cat, and then bring with them 
as much as they could for their 
companions. 

For this purpofe, they got 
boughs of trees, and bound them 
together, then wrapped the meat 
in the bides and laid it on the 
wood, and made a number of 
little contrivances to convey it, 
fo that no part of the meat was 
loft. What they got on their 
own fide of the river, they made 
better fhift with. 

On the return of their fcouts, 
they found there was no remedy, 
but to build fome new veflTcls oiF 
one kind or other, to take in 
their baggage and provifion which 

they 
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they made after the manner of 
theit firft floats ; for they found 

. no trees large enough to make 
canoes ) when therefore, they 
had made one great float, they 
refolved to make two fmall boats 
like yawls or fkifts, with which 

' they might tow their large float 
or barge; and as this they might 
do with fmall timbers, fo they 
fitatid -Oieafld td line thenfi with- 
ii> arid Without with the bulls 
hides, and that, fo dextrorufly 
joined, and lapped or rolled qoe 
OV^r M\other^ that no w^ter eame 
through, or but very little. 

With thefe two boats they 
ferried over the fmall rivers with 
cafe^ each boat carrying fix men, 
befides two to row; and when 
they were over the fmall rivers, 
the two bcrats ferved td tow 
their great, ptint or barge clefe 
by the fbore. 

K 4 The 
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The greateft difficulty was 
for tow-lines to draw the boats 
by, and thofe they fupplied, by 
twiftiag a ftrong tough kind of 
flag or rudi, which they found 
in the river,, of which, witk 
much application and labour, 
they made a kind of rope-yarn-^ 
and then twiftiag it again^^ made 
it very ftrong. 

This was the voiture with 
which they cony^ed thernfclves 
down quite to the fea, and one 
of thefe . boats it was that we 
fpyect as Caad above, cpming 
to us in the bay. 

They had yet abovfe four hun- 
dred and fifty miles to^ the fea, 
nor could they at any time t^l 
or guefs how far off it might 
be. They went on moteov lefs 
every day, but it was but flow- 
ly, and not without great labojur, 
both of rowing and towing : 

Their 
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Their provifians alfo coft thertif 
much pains, for they were o- 
bliged firft to hunt and kill it^ 
and them to bring it to the camp^ 
which however was^ always clofc 
to the river's fide. 

After they had travelled thusr 
ibme time, following the courfe 
of the river, they came to a place, 
where, on a fudden, they could 
fee no farther bank of the ri- 
ver, but it looked all water like the 
fea. This they could not account 
for, fo the next day, they rowed 
towards it with one of their little 
boats, when they were furprized 
to find that it was the North- 
ern brangfa of the river, which 
they had feen go oflF before they 
came at the water-falls^ which 
river being now increafed with 
many other great waters, was 
now fo great, that the mouth of 
k might be faid to be four or 

K 5 five 
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five miles over, and rather re- 
ceived the river they were od, 
into it, than ran into that> but 
after this, it contraded itfelf a- 
gain, though itill it was to be 
fuppofed near a mile and a half 
over. 

They were far from being 
pleafed at this conjunction of the 
waters, becaufe the great water 
being thus joined, they found 
the Arcam or current more vio* 
knt, and the water upon the 
leaft ilirring of the wind, much 
more turbulent than it was be- 
fore; and as their great float 
drew but little water, and fwam 
flat upon the fucface, ihe was 
ready to founder upon every oc- 
cafioa: This obliged th«m al- 
moft every night, to feek for ibme 
little cove or creek to run her 
into, as into a harbour, to pre- 
jferve her;, for when the wind 

blew 
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Mew U0c£k (horey f h^y haid enough 
fo do to keep her from driving 
off from the riv^er, and when 
there was but Uttb wind^ yet 
it niade a rippliflg or chopping of 
the waves^ that th^y had much 
difficvhy ta t^eep them from fil«- 
ling hef r 

All the coumry ofy the fide 
of fhld river^ was a little higher 
gircMemd fkm ordinary, which was 
its fectirky from Und-^flaods, afid 
their Security too ; Ibf jfometimes 
the river was fcen to rife, and 
that £> mi»Gh as to- overflow a 
great ^xl^t^ of land on the 
other fide. Hence, perhaps the 
other fide might beefteemed the 
moft fruitful, and perhaps might 
be the better land, tS it had but 
half the art and induftry of axt 
Earopeafi nationi> ta affift the ria« 
tural fertility of the foil, by 
keeping the water in its bounds, 

K 6 banking 
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banking and fencing the meadows 
from the inundations, and frethes^ 
which were frequently fent down 
from the Andes, . and from the 
country adjoining. 

But as it now was, thofe low%. 
cr lands lay great part of the 
year under water; whether it 
was the better or worfe for -the 
foil, that no. j.udgment can be 
ma4e of, till fpme |)eople come 
to fettle there, to whom it may be 
worth while to make experiments 
of that kind. 

; This part, of the country they 
were ,now in, refembled,, as they 
hinted, the county of Dorfet- 
ihire, and the Downs about Salif- 
bury, only, not lying fo high 
from the furface of the water> 
. and the foil being a good fruit- 
ful dark mould, not a chalky 
foUd rock^. as in the county a- 

bout 
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bout Saliibury, and fome other 
parts. 

Here they . found a greater , 
quantity of deer than they had 
feen in all their journey, which 
they often had the good luck 
to kill for their fupply of food, 
the creatures not being fo fliy 
and wild, as they hdd found far- 
ther within the country. 
- It may be noted here, and it is 
very obfervable, that in all this 
journey, I could not learn, that 
they faw either wolf or fox, 
bear or lion, or, indeed, any 
other ravenous creature, which 
they had the leaft reafon to be 
fhy or afraid of, or which, in- 
deed, were frightful to the 
deer; and this, perhaps, niay be 
the reafon, why the number of 
the latter animals is fo great, 
which, as I have faid, is greater 
there than at other places. 

After 
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After they had fcasftcd thein- 
felves here for feme days, they 
refolved to begin their new kind 
of navigation, and. fee what they 
could n^ike of it; but th^ went 
very heavily al(ing, and every 
now and then, as I hate faid^ 
the water was^ too rough for 
them, and tbey were, faia to put 
into harbour, and Sometimes lie 
there two or three days: How- 
ever, they plyed their time as 
well as they could, and fome- 
times . the current fetting over 
to their fide, and running flrong 
by\tbe (hore,. they would go at 
a great rate, infbmucb, that one 
time, they faid, they went ab^ve 
thirty miles in a d«y, hax^ing, 
befides the current^ a Httle gak 
of wind right a-ilern. 

They reckoned,, that they went 
ii^ar two hundred miles in this 
manner, for they made the heft 

of 
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of it; and at the end of thefe 
two hundred miles, it was, hj 
their reckoning, that our five 
men, who travelled into the 
country £0 far, found them, 
when they faw the hat fwimming 
down the ilream ; which hat, 
k feems^ one of them let fall 
overboard in the night. 

They had, I fay, travelled thus 
far with great difficulty, the river 
being fo large ; but, as they ob- 
ferved it growing larger and 
larger, the farther they went, 
fo, they faid, they did not 
doubt, but that, in a little more, 
they (hould come to the fea. 

They alio obferved, that now, 
as they found the waters larger,, 
and the rivers wider, they killed 
more fowls than formerly, and 
particularly, more of the duck-- 
foot kind, though they could 
iK)t perceive aay fea fowls, oc 

fuch 
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fuch as they had been ufed tcr. 
They faw a great many wild 
fwans, and fome geefe, as alfo 
duck, mallard, and teal; and 
thefe, I fay, increafed as they 
drew nearer the fca. 

They could give very little 
account of the fifli which the 
rivers produced, though they 
fometimes catched a few in the 
fmaller river; but, as they had 
neither fi{hing-hobk or nets,, 
which was the only omiflion, 
in my fitting them out, they 
had no opportunity to furnifh 
themfel ves . 

They had, likewrfe, no fait, 
neither was it poffible to fur- 
nifh them with any, lb they 
cured their meat in the fun, 
and fcafoned it with that excel- 
lent fauce called hunger. 

The account they gave, of cfif- 
tdvering our five nien> was thus. 

They 
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They had been for two days, 
pretty fuccefsful in their navi- 
gation, as I have defcribed it $ 
but were obliged to ftop, and 
put in at the mouth of a little 
river, which made them a good 
harbour; the reafon of their ftay 
was, they had no vidtuals, fo 
by confent, they all went a 
hunting, and at night, having 
ihot two guinacoes and a deer, 
they went to fupper together in 
their great tent ; and having fed 
heartily, on fuch good provi- 
fions, they began to be merry, 
and the captain and officers, 
having a little ftore left, though 
not much, they pulled out their 
bottles, and drank every one a 
dram to their good voyage, and 
to the merry meeting of their 
ihips, and gave every man the 
fame. 

But 
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But their miith ivas increafed 
beyond exprefling, when two of 
the men, who were without the 
tent door, cried out, it light- 
ened. One fuid, hefaw the flalh, 
he was fure, and the other faid, 
he thought he faw it too ; but, 
as it happened, their backs were 
towards the Eaft, fo that they did 
not fee the occafion. 

Tiiis lightening was certainly 
the firft ilaih of one of our five 
mens rocktts^ or the breaking 
of it, and the Aars that were at 
the end of it> up in the air. 

When the captain heard the 
men fay it lightened, he jumped 
from his feit^ and called aloud to 
them, to tell which way ; but 
they fooliftily replied, to the 
North Weft, which was the way 
their faces were, when they faw 
it ; but the word was no fooner 
fpcken, but the two fellows, fell 

a hoi- 
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a hollowing and roarings as if 
they were diilradled, and faid, 
they faw a rocket rijfe up in the 
air to the Eaflward. 

5o nimble were the mcni at 
this word, that they were all out 
of the tent in a moment, and faw 
the laft fla(h of the rocket with 
the ftars, which fprcading them- 
felves in the air, (hone with the 
ufual bright light, that it is 
known thofe fire works give. 

This made them all fet up a 
(bout of joy, as if they imagined 
their fellows, who were yqt many 
miles from them, ihould hear 
them; but the captain and of«- 
iicers, who knew what they were 
to do on this occafion, ran to 
their baggage, and took out their 
own rockets and other materia 
als, and prepared to anfwer the 
^gnah 

Thejr 
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They 'were on a low ground ; 
but at leCs than a mile dif* 
tance, the land went afcending 
up to a round crown or knowl 
pretty high ; away they ran thi- 
ther, and fet up a frame in an 
inftant: But, as they were mak- 
ing thefe preparations, behold, to 
confirm their news, they faw a 
third rocket rife up in the air, in 
the fame place as before. 

It was near an hour from the 
firft fkOi, as they called it, be- 
fore they could get all things 
ready; but then they fired two 
rockets from , the adjoining hill, 
foon after one another, and after 
that, at about ten minutes dif- 
tance of time, a third, which 
was juft as by agreement, and was 
pcrfedtly underflood^ the rock- 
ets performing extremely well. 

Upon this, they faw another 
fingle rocket rife up, which was 

to 
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to let them know, thjit their 
former was feea and un^erftood. 

This was, you will conclude, 
a very joyful night; and the 
next morning, they went- all 
hands to work at the boats, 
getting out of the creek early, 
and made the heft of their way; 
however, with all they could 
do, they could not go aboye 
twelve miles that day, for the 
current fetting over to the other 
ihore, had left them, and in 
fome places, they would rather 
have an eddy flream againil 
them ; and this difconraged them 
a little, but depending that they 
were near their port, and that 
their friends were not far off, 
they were . very chearful. At 
night they looked out again for 
rockets, the fight of which failed 
not to rejoice their hearts again ; 
and, with this addition, that it 

appeared. 
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appeared, their friends were not 
above four or five miles off; 
they anfwered the rockets punc- 
tually, and proceeding early the 
next day, they met in the morn- 
ing, joyfully enough, as has been 
faid. 

We were overjoyed at meet- 
ing, as may be eaiily conceived ; 
but to fee the pitiful boat, or 
periagua, they came on board in, 
a little furprized u$, for, indeed, 
it was a wonder they (hould be 
able to make it fwim under them, 
efpecially when they came out in- 
to the open fca. 

As foon as wq had the boat 
in reach, we haled it up into 
the fl^ip for a relick, and tak- 
ing two of the men with us, 
w« manned out all our fhips 
boats to go and fetch the reft, 
for they were, as thefe men told 
us, about feventeen miks up the 

river 
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river ftill, and could not dome 
any farther, their boats bciitg 
Hot ablo to bf^ng riiem along, 
and the rivet growing very broad 
and dangerous. The- eldeft of 
my roidfhipmen came in thia 
firft boat, but the captain and' 
the other ftayed with the men, 
who were very unpuly, and fre- 
quently quarrelling- and wrang- 
ling abeut theif wealth, which, 
indeed, was very confiderable; 
but they wer^ above > twice aa 
far up the rWtr is f he men told 
us, having halted afte#' the boat 
kft them.' 

'Wheix our boats came- to them, 
and toek- them ih,^ I ordered 
they (hould fee fet ^ ovt Ihore, 
and: their tents^ piit tip - there, 
tiir I had fettled mattCFS a little 
with them, having had an ac- 
count how mutinous and frac- 
tious they had been • and I made 

them 
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them all flay there till I had 
fully adjufted €very thing with 
them about their treafure^ which, 
indeed, w^s fo much, that they 
fcarce knew how . to govern 
themfelves under the thought of 
it* 

Here Ipropofed conditions to 
them at firft, that all the gold 
{hould be fhared before they 
went on board, and that it 
{hould be put on board the 
{hip, as goods . for every man's 
iingle account; that I would 
give them bills of lading for it, 
and I offered to fwearto them^ 
to deliver it into every man's 
poiTeilion, feparately, at the firfl 
port :we fliould come to an an- 
chor at in England, or France ; 
and that, at that faid port, they 
{hould every man have the one 
hundred pounds I had promifed 
^em, as above, for the under- 
taking 
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taking this journey, delivered to 
them in gold duft, to that a- 
inount; and that they alone, 
fhould have full liberty to go 
on fhore with it, and go whi- 
ther they would, no man what- 
ever, but themfelves, being al- 
lowed to fet foot on (hore in 
the fame place, diftrefs except- 
ed. This they infifted on, be- 
caufe they had done fome things, 
they faid, which, if I would, 
I might bring fome of them, 
perhaps to the gallows. How- 
ever, I promifed to forgive them, 
and to enquire no more after 
It. 

. In a word, there had been a 
fcuffle among them, in which 
one of their canoes was over- 
fet, as was faid, and one of their 
number drowned, at the fame 
time when they loft a great part 
of their gold; and fome were 
Vol. III. L thought 
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thought to have done it malici- 
oufly too. 

But^ as I had no occafion to 
trouble them on that fcore, not 
having been upon the fpot when 
it was done ; £o having made 
this capitulation with them, I 
performed it punftually, and fet 
them all on fhore, with their 
wealth, in the river of Garonne 
in France; their own gold, their 
one hundred pounds-worth re- 
ward for their journey; their 
wages and their (hare of pearl, 
and other advantages, made them 
very rich ; for their cargo when 
caft up on fliore, amounted to a- 
bout four hundred pounds a 
man : How they difpofed of 
thcmfelvcs, or their money,^ I 
never gave myfelf the trouble to 
enquire, and if I had, it is 
none of my bufinefs to give an 
account of it here. 

Wc 
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- Wc difmifled alfo, near four- 
fcore more of our men, after^- 
wards, in a little creek, which 
was at their own requcft ; for 
moft of them having been of the 
Madagafcar men, and by con* 
fequence,.. pirates, they were wil- 
ling to be eafy, and I was as 
willing to make them fo, and 
therefore, cleared with as many 
of them as defired it. But I 
return to our (hip. . 

Having thus made a long ca- 
pitulation with our travellers, I 
took them all on board, and had 
leifure enough to have a long 
narration from them of their 
voyage, and from which account, 
I take the liberty to recommend 
that part of America, as the beft, 
and moft advantageous part of the 
whole globe for an Englifli co- 
lony; the climate, the foil, and 
above all, the eafy communication 

L 2 with 
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with the mountains of Chili, re- 
commending it beyond any place 
that I ever faw or read of, as I 
fliall farther make appear by it-» 
felf. 

We had nothing now to do, 
but to make the beft of cur way 
for England, and fetting fail from 
the mouth of the river Came- 
Tones, fo the Spaniards call it, 
the eighteenth of January, in 
which we had a more difficult 
and unpleafant voyage, than in 
any other part of our way, chiefly 
becaufe, being' a rich (hip, and 
not knowing how affairs ftood 
in Europe, I kept to the North- 
ward, as far as thie banks of 
Newfoundland, fleering thence to 
the Coaft of Galicia, where we 
touched as above; after which 
we went through the channel, 
and arrived fafe in Dunkirk road, 
the twelfth of April; and from 

thence 
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thence gave private notice of our 
good fortune to our merchants 
and owners ; two of whom came 
over to us, and received at our 
hands, fuch a treafure, as gave 
them reafon to be very well fa- 
tisfied with their engagement* 
But, to my great grief, my par- 
ticular friend, the merchant, who 
put us upon this adventure, and 
who ' was the principal means 
of our making the difcoveries 
that have been here mentioned 
and defcribed, was dead before 
our . return ; which, if it had 
not happened, this new fcheme 
of a trade round the world, had 
perhapis, not been made publick^ 
till it had been put in pradtice, 
by a fet of merchants defigned 
to be concerned in it, fronx the 
New Auftrian Netherlands. 



END OF THE VOYAGE. 
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TJbe fol/owing NARRATIVE 
was lately publijhed in a Pro-- 
vincial Paper ; as it is a very 
interejiing relation, I truji it 
will be acceptable to the readi- 
er. 

IN confequence of the late de- 
termination of Government to 
fend fome con vidts to B©tany Bay,* 
with a defign of eflabli(hing a co- 
lony in New South Wales, an or- 
der lately came down to the keeper 
of Norwich gaol, to fend fuch 

female 



, • See Vol. i. page 57, of this work of Mr. 
Daniel De Foe's Voyage Round, the World, 
by a Courfe never failed before ; where he, 
Mr. De Foe> gives a defcription of this place, 
«nd the advantages that would accrue to Eng« 
land by our Government planting a colony 
there ; and which very place the- ktc cnter- 
priiing Captain James Cook> in the third vo« 
lume of his Voyage publilhed by Dr. Hawkf- 
^orthj gave the name of Botany Bay. 



female convidls as were then In 
prifon to Plymouth^ to be in 
readinefs to go upon that expe* 
dition. 

Three unhappy women, who 
had been a long while in the 
caftle under fentence of tranf* 
portatlon,. were accordingly fen t,, 
and were committed to the care 
of Mr. Simpfon, turnkey of the 
prifon. 

One of the unfortunate fe- 
males was the mother of an in* 
fant about five months old, a 
very fine babe,, whom fhe hacj 
fuckled from its birth. 

The father of the child was 
likewife a felon under a fimilar 
fentence, and has been in pri-» 
fon more than three years. 

He had repeatedly expreffed ^ 
wifh to be married to this wo- 
man, and though feldom permit^ 
ted to fee the child, he difco- 

L 4 vered 
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vercd a remarkable fondnefs far 
it; and that the ' mother's only 
comfort was derived from its 
fmiles, was evident from her pe- 
culiarly tender manner of nurf- 
ing it. 

When the order came down 
for her removal, the man was 
much diftreffed, and very im- 
portunate to attend the woman, 
and application was made to the 
jninifter to permit him to go, 
but fo many fimilar applications 
having been made, this could 
not be complied with. 

The miferable woman was 
therefore obliged to go without 
the man, who offered to be her 
hufband, that he might be her 
cortipanion and proteftor during 
a long and melancholy voyage, 
and in a diftant and unknown 
land. ^ 

The child, however, was ftill 

* her 
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her property, as the laws of Eng- 
land, which are diftingqiihed by 
the fpirit of humanity which 
framed them, forbid fo cruel an 
2k& as that of feparating an in- 
fant from its mother's breaft. 

When Mr. Simpfon arrived 
at Plymouth with his party; he 
found that they were to be put 
on board a hulk, which lies 
there till the fhip which goes 
to the South Sea is ready to 
take them. 

He therefore took a boat, and 
went to the veiTel to deliver up 
his prifoners. 

Some forms, which the gaoler 
of Norwich had not been ap- 
prized of, having been omitted, 
the captain of the hulk at firft 
refufed to take them, and thefe 
miferable creatures were kept 
three hours in an open boat, 
before they were received into 

L 5 their 
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their new abode of wretched- 
nefs. 

When they were admitted^ 
the captain finding that one of 
them had an infant^ peremptorily 
refufed to take it on board, iay-^ 
ing, that he had no. orders to take 
children; neither the intreatieS' 
of Mr. Simpfon, nor the ago- 
nies of the poor wretch, could 
prevail upon the captain even 
to permit the babe to remain 
till inftrudtions could.be receiv- 
ed from the miniftry. Simpfon 
was therefore obliged to take the 
child, and the frantic mother 
was led to her cell» execrating 
the cruelty of the man under 
whofe care (he was now placed, 
and vowing to put an end to 
her life as foon as fhe could ob- 
tain the means. 

Shocked at the unparalleled bru- 
tality of the captain, and his hu« 

manity 
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manity not lef8 afFedted by the ago- 
nies of the poor woman, and the 
fituation of the helplefs babe, he 
refolved ftill, if poffiblc, to get 
it reftored to her. N9 way was 
left but an immediate perfonal 
application to Lord Sydney ; and 
having once before been with 
his Lordfhip on a bufinefs of hu- 
manity, he was encouraged ta^ 
hope he (hould fucceed, could, 
he but have an interview with* 
him. 

. He therefore immediately wenft 
back to Plymouth, and fet off 
in the firft coach to London, 
carrying the child all the way 
on his knee, and feeding it at 
the different inns he arrived at: 
as well as he could. 

When he came to London, he: 
placed the child with a carefuL 
woman, and inftantly pofted to^ 
Lord Sdyney's ; neither his LordV- 

* ' L.6 &ip' 
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fhip nor his fecretary were to be 
fpoken to^ at leaft this was told 
him when he addrefied the per- 
fon in waiting at the office ; but 
humanity will not be reftraincd 
by forms I ad:ing under the in- 
fluence of a fuperior power^ it 
moves forward unchecked by the 
fear of oflfending any earthly 
one. 

Mr. Simpfon was denied ad- 
mittance, but in vain, for he 
prefled forward into one of the 
offices, and told his ftory to one 
of the fecretaries, who attended 
pr<iperly to it, and promifed to 
do all in his power to promote 
the objed; of his humane peti- 
tion, but feared it would be im- 
poffible for him to fee lord Syd- 
ney for feveral days ; he be,gged, 
however, of this gentleman to 
prepare an order for the reftora- 
tion of the. Child, and deter- 
mined 
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mined to wait in the hall for 
the chance of feeing his Lord- 
fliip pafs, that he might prevail 
bnhimtofign it. .. _ 

Fortunately, not long afterj^ 
he faw Lord Sydney defcend the 
fiairs; he inftantly ran to him. 
His Lordfliip very naturally fhew- 
ed an unwillingnefs at iirft to at-, 
tend to ah application made to 
him in fo ftrange and abrupt a 
manner; but Mr. Simpfon im- 
mediately related the reafon of his 
intrufion, and defcribed, as he 
felt, the exquifite mifery he had 
lately been a witnefs to, exprefl% 
ing his fears, left in the inftant 
he was pleading for her, the> un- 
happy Woman, in the wildnefs of 
her defpair, fhould have deprived 
herfelf of exiftence. 

Lord Sydney was greatly afFedt- 
ed,, and paid much attention to 
the particular circumftances of 

his 
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his narration^ and inftantly pro«- 
mifed that the child fbould be 
reftored^ commending at the fame 
time Mr. Simpfon's fpirit and hu- 
manity. 

Encouraged by this^ he made 
a further appeal to his Lordfhip's 
humanity in behalf of the father 
of the child^ which proved e- 
qually fuccefsful ; for his Lord- 
ftip ordered, that he likewife 
fhould be fcnt to Plymouth to 
accompany the child and its mo- 
ther, dircifting, at the fame time, 
that they fhould be married be- 
fore they went on board ; and 
adding, that he would himfclf 
pay the fees. 

One of his Lordftiip's fecreta- 
ries wrote immediately to Ply- 
mouth, that the woman might be. 
informed of the fuccefs of Mr. 
Simpfon's application ; and he, 
after vifiting the child, and giv-^ 

ing 
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ing diredions that it might be 
takea care of in his abfence, fet 
off for Norwich, where he ar- 
rived on Wednefday afternoon^ 
$ind communicated the glad tid* 
ing3 to the unhappy father of the 
child. 

The poor man, who is a fine 
healthy young fellow, feemed ve- 
ry grateful to Lord Sydney and 
to Mr. Simpfon, was made Very 
happy by this change of circum- 
fbances ; and it is hoped he may, 
notwithflanding his paft fiiua- 
tion, turn out an ufeful indivi- 
dual of the new community. 

He fet off on Friday, night, 
accompanied by Mr. Simpfon, 
who, after the fatigues,^ anxieties, 
and vexation of his firft journey 
to Plymouth, having travelled 
three days and nights without 
fleep, no doubt will be amply re- 
compenfed by the fatisfadtion he 

muft 
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muft experfence, in having thuS 
been the means of refcuing thefe 
unhappy people from a iituation 
of diftrefs fcarcely to be equal- 
led. 

It is proper to obferve, that 
Captain Phillips, who is to go 
out with the convifts to Botany 
Bay, is a man of very different 
difpo£tion to the perfon alluded 
to in this narrative ; but he, un- 
fortunately, had no power to in-- 
terfere. 

TChe conclufion of the above rela^ 
tion cannot be more properly gU 
ven, than in the words of Mr. 
Simpfon himfelf who wrote the 
following letter to a gentleman 
in Bath. 

" Dear Sir, 

'* It is with the utmoft plea- 
furc that I inform you of my fafe 

arrival 
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ari'ival with my little charge at 
Plymouth : but it would require 
an abler pen than mine to defcribe 
the joy that the mother received 
her infant and her intended huf- 
band with. Suffice it to fay, that 
their tranfports, that the tears 
which flowed from their eyes, 
with the innocent fmiles of the 
babe, on fight of the mother, 
who had faved her milk for it, 
drew the tears likewife from my 
eyes ; and it was with the utmoft 
regret that I parted with the 
child, after having travelled with 
it on my lap for upwards of fe- 
ven hundred miles backwards and 
forwards. But the bleffings I re- 
ceived at the different inns on the 
road, have amply paid me, 

I am, with great reiped:. 
Your hpmble fervant, 
John Simpson/* 

yiymfuthi Nov. 1 6, 1786. 
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